
I hereby certify that the following Agenda was posted at least 72 
hours prior to the time of the Board Meeting so noticed below, at 
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                                                                                       AGENDA 

 
                                                                               MEETING OF THE 
                                              SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
                                                                          BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
                                                                         Thursday, May 3, 2018 
                                                                                         8:30 a.m. 

 
  
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ROOM IS LOCATED AT 34156 DEL OBISPO STREET, DANA POINT, CA. THE ROOM 
IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE.  IF YOU REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL DISABILITY RELATED ACCOMMODATIONS (I.E. ACCESS TO AN 
AMPLIFIED SOUND SYSTEM, ETC.), PLEASE CONTACT THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY’S 
SECRETARY’S OFFICE AT 949-234-5421 AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING.  
THIS AGENDA CAN BE OBTAINED IN ALTERNATE FORMAT UPON WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY SECRETARY AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING. 
 
AGENDA ATTACHMENTS AND OTHER WRITINGS THAT ARE DISCLOSABLE PUBLIC RECORDS DISTRIBUTED TO ALL, OR A 
MAJORITY OF, THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN 
CONNECTION WITH A MATTER SUBJECT TO DISCUSSION OR CONSIDERATION AT AN OPEN MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE AUTHORITY OFFICE, 34156 DEL OBISPO STREET, DANA 
POINT, CA (“AUTHORITY OFFICE”).  IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
LESS THAN SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE RECEPTION AREA OF THE 
AUTHORITY OFFICE AT THE SAME TIME AS THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, EXCEPT THAT, IF SUCH 
WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO, OR DURING, THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING ROOM. 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
A. Members of the public may address the Board regarding an item on the agenda 

or may reserve this opportunity during the meeting at the time item is discussed 
by the Board.  There will be a three-minute limit for public comments. 

 
4.   CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
A. Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting(s) 

 
ACTION The Board will be requested to approve subject minutes. 
 

 Board of Directors Meeting April 5, 2018 ........................................................................... 1 
 Board of Directors Meeting December 14, 2017 ................................................................ 8 
 Board of Directors Meeting December 7, 2017 .................................................................. 13 
 Board of Directors Meeting August 3, 2017 ....................................................................... 44 

 
 
 

B. Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting 



PAGE # 
 

 
 

SOCWA ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
34156 Del Obispo Street ▪ Dana Point, CA 92629 ▪ 949-234-5400 

 
ACTION The Executive Committee will be requested to approve subject 

minutes. 
 
 Executive Committee Meeting April 12, 2018 .................................................................... 54 
  
C. Operations Reports ........................................................................................................... 55 

 
ACTION   The Board will be requested to receive and file subject reports. 
 
Monthly Operational Report for March 2018 ...................................................................... 57 
SOCWA Ocean Outfall Discharges by Agency .................................................................. 67 

            Beach Ocean Monitoring Report ACOO ............................................................................ 77 
Beach Ocean monitoring Report SJCOO .......................................................................... 87 
Recycled Water Report ..................................................................................................... 98 
Pretreatment Report .......................................................................................................... 102 
 

D. Capital Improvement Program ........................................................................................... 105 
 
ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject reports. 
 

E. Minutes of Engineering Committee Meeting(s) 
 
ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject minutes. 
 
Engineering Committee October 12, 2017 ......................................................................... 120 
Engineering Committee March 8, 2018 .............................................................................. 124 
 

5.  GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

A.  Proposed SOCWA FY 2018/19 Total Operating Budget 
 

Discussion of Open Items from April 26, 2018 SOCWA 2018/19 Budget Workshop 
 
Update `on Finance Committee Review 

 
Budget Overview 

 
 (i)   General Fund 
 (ii)   Administration 
 (iii)  Operations, Maintenance & Capital Programs (Small Internal and Large Capital) 
 (iv)  Detail by Project Committee and Member Agency 
 

Open Items 
 
 (i)    General Fund Allocation 
 (ii)   Administration Expenses 
 (iii)  O&M Training Cost Adjustments 
   (iv)  Budget Assumptions, CPI 3.8% COLA, PC 12 Reduced Member Participation 
 

ACTION Discussion and Direction to Staff. Set Date for Budget 
Consideration for Approval. 

 
 

B.  Co-Gen Engine Startup Costs [PC2] 
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ACTION Discussion item – Employee Maintenance Cost and Capitalization 

C.  External Auditor Policy – Resolution No. 2018-03 .............................................................. 129 

ACTION The Board will be requested to approve Resolution No. 2018-03 
adopting the External Auditor Policy. 

D.  Board of Directors Nomination Committee ......................................................................... 139 

ACTION The Chairperson will be requested to appoint a Nominating 
Committee for the selection of the slate of officers for Fiscal Year 
2018/2019.  

E.  Monthly Progress Report on State Audit Recommendations .............................................. 140 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file the Monthly 
Progress Report on State Audit Recommendations. 

F.  General Manager’s Status Report ...................................................................................... 143 

ACTION The Board will review the General Manager’s Status Report: 

• Board Questions
• Receive and file

G.  Employee MOU (July 1, 2017 – June 2020) Side Letter 4 – Resolution No. 2018-02 ........ 145 

ACTION The Board will be requested to adopt Resolution No. 2018-02 
approving Agreement No. 4 to the Memorandum of Understanding 
between South Orange County Wastewater Authority and 
SOCWA Employees Association 

6. CLOSED SESSION

A.  Conference with SOCWA Labor Negotiator – Closed Session

Employee MOU (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2020), Side Letter 4, a Closed 
Session will be conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 
54957.6. 

B.  Closed Session will be conducted pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 (b)(1) 

Public Employee Appointment 
Title: Agency General Counsel 

C.  Closed Session will be Conducted in accordance with Subdivision (b)(1) of Government Code 
Section 54956.9 

Conference with Legal Counsel – BKK Working Group Claim 

D.  Closed Session will be conducted pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 (b)(1) 
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SOCWA ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
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  Public Employee Evaluation  
  Title: Clerk of the Board 
 
7.  REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
    
8.  OTHER MATTERS 
 

A. Open discussion or items received too late to be agendized. 
 

NOTE:   Determine the need to take action on the following item(s) 
introduced by the General Manager which arose subsequent to 
the agenda being posted. [Adoption of this action requires a two-
thirds vote of the Board, or if less than two thirds are present a 
unanimous vote.] 

 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
NOTE - THE NEXT REGULAR SOCWA BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 

 8:30 A.M. ON JUNE 7, 2018   



MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

 Board of Directors 
 

April 5, 2018 
 The Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) 
Board of Directors was held on April 5, 2018, at 8:30 a.m. at the Administrative Offices located 
at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The following members of the Board of 
Directors were present: 
 

MIKE DUNBAR, Emerald Bay Water District   Director 
SCOTT GOLDMAN, El Toro Water District   Director [exit 10:10 a.m.] 
FRED ADJARIAN, El Toro Water District   Alternate Director [arrival 10:10 a.m.] 
MATT COLLINGS, Moulton Niguel Water District  Alternate Director 
DAN FERONS, Santa Margarita Water District  Chairman 
STEPHAN DOPUDJA, Trabuco Canyon Water District  Director   
DAVE REBENSDORF, City of San Clemente  Director 
DENNIS ERDMAN, South Coast Water District  Alternate Director 

 
Absent: 
 

RAY MILLER, City of San Juan Capistrano   Director 
DOUG REINHART, Irvine Ranch Water District  Director 
TONI ISEMAN, City of Laguna Beach    Vice Chairman 

 
Staff present: 

 BETTY BURNETT    General Manager/Secretary 
 BRAD NEUFELD   Varner & Brandt 

BRIAN PECK    Director of Engineering 
AMBER BAYLOR   Director of Environmental Compliance  

 JIM BURROR    Director of Operations 
 MARY CAREY   Finance Controller 
 DINA ASH    Human Resource Administrator 
 TERI NOSON    Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board 

NAYDN KIM    Accountant 
ANNA SUTHERLAND  AP/Payroll Accountant 
DAVID LLOYD   IT Administrator 
ROSEMARY LACY   Temp-Accountant 

 
Also present: 

 DONALD FROELICH   Moulton Niguel Water District  
 HECTOR RUIZ   Trabuco Canyon Water District  
  
  

Chairman Ferons called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed everyone 
present.  Director Erdman led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 
 
Oral Comments 
 Chairman Ferons asked if members of the public desired to address the Board, or 
desired to reserve addressing the Board during the meeting regarding any item on the Agenda. 
No public comments were received. 
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 Chairman Ferons reported that Item 6.A. JBL Tour would be moved to the beginning of 
the Agenda. 
ACTION TAKEN 
 No action required. 
 
6.A. JBL Tour 
The SOCWA JBL Treatment Plant Operations & Maintenance staff provided a tour of the JBL 
Treatment Plant Cogen Engine facilities. 
 Mr. William Cassidy, SARBS Treasurer and past Awards chair, presented SOCWA JBL 
Operations & Maintenance Treatment Plant staff with the SARBS CWEA Plant of the Year 
award, as well as presented Mr. Peck with the SARBS Spotlight Award for two (2) decades of 
service to CWEA and the wastewater industry. 
 
4. Consent Calendar 
 Chairman Ferons referenced the items under the Consent Calendar and asked if there 
were any questions or comments.   
 Director Collings requested to pull item 4.A. Minutes of Board of Directors Meetings(s), 
and item 4.C. Minutes of Project Committee No. 15 Meeting(s). 
 Mr. Peck reported that item 4.I. Minutes of Engineering Committee Meeting(s) for 
February 8, 2018 would be edited to reflect Engineering Committee in the first paragraph and 
the date of the meeting as February 8, 2018. 
ACTION TAKEN 
 Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Rebensdorf to approve 
items 4.B., 4.D. – 4.I. under the consent calendar.   

 
Motion carried:   Aye 7; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 3 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Absent 

Vice Chairman Iseman Absent 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
 
 
4.A. Minutes of Board of Directors Meetings(s)  
December 14, 2017 
 Director Collings reference page 12, item 6.E. Financial Statements and Independent 
Auditors Report FY Ending 6-30-17 and requested clarity regarding the receive and file action 
taken.  Ms. Noson duly noted the request. 
 
 
December 7, 2017 
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 Director Collings referenced page 18, item 5.D.a-i) Project Committee No. 15 – Meeting 
Minutes and requested to clarify the Director Collings statement ‘…MNWD does not believe 
SOCWA has the authority to retain counsel on behalf of SOCWA…’, and he reported that 
MNWD does believe that SOCWA has the authority to retain counsel on behalf of SOCWA.  Ms. 
Noson duly noted the request. 
 Director Collings reference page 21, and reported that the Closed Session item 7.1. did 
not occur.  Chairman Ferons directed that the minutes include language at item 7.1. that the 
Closed Session did not occur. 
 
August 3, 2017 
 Director Collings referenced page 35, item 6.C. MNWD July 24, 2017 – Letter to 
Chairman Dan Ferons and noted that the document Survey of Capital Expense Definitions 
Among Public Agencies was not attached to the August 3, 2017 minutes. Ms. Noson duly noted 
the referenced item. 
 Director Collings stated that he did not recall receiving the referenced letter as 
referenced in the Action Taken paragraph on page 35, item 6.C. MNWD July 24, 2017 – Letter 
to Chairman Dan Ferons.  Ms. Burnett duly noted the referenced item. 
 
June 14, 2017 
 Director Collings reported that MNWD would not support the June 14, 2017 Board of 
Directors Minutes because it suggests that the Project Committee No. 15 Budget was approved 
and MNWD did not support the Capital Improvement Program. 
ACTION TAKEN  

Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Dunbar to approve 
items 4.A. Board Minutes: March 1, 2018, February 28, 2018, July 6, 2017, June 14, 2017, June 
1, 2017 – 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m., May 24, 2017 and May 4, 2017, with the notation that Director 
Collings entered a Nay vote for the approval of the June 14, 2017 Board of Directors Minutes; 
and, the Board of Directors Meeting Minutes for December 14, 2017, December 7, 2017 and 
August 3, 2017 will be brought back to the May 3, 2018 Board of Directors Meeting for approval.  

 
Motion carried:   Aye 7; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 3 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Absent 

Vice Chairman Iseman Absent 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
 
 
 
 
4.C. Minutes of Project Committee No. 15 Meeting(s) 
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 Motion was made by Director Dunbar and seconded by Director Erdman to receive and 
file item 4.C. Minutes of the Project Committee No. 15 Meeting(s). 

 
Motion carried:   Aye 2; Nay 1; Abstain 0; Absent 1 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Collings  Nay 
       Vice Chairman Iseman Absent 
       Director Erdman  Aye 
5. Engineering Matters 
5.A. Award of Construction Contract – SS Mechanical [PC2] 
ACTION TAKEN 
 Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Collings to approve the 
award of construction contract to SS Mechanical at a price of $343,450 for the JB Latham 
Treatment Plant 1 Grit Basin Rehabilitation Project. 

 Motion carried:   Aye 3; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 1 
       Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Chairman Ferons  Aye 
       Director Erdman  Aye 
        
5.B. Award of Engineering Services – TetraTech [PC2] 
ACTION TAKEN 
 Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Collings to approve the 
award of engineering services contract to TetraTech at a fee of $150,000 for the JB Latham 
Treatment Plant Miscellaneous Improvements 2018 Project. 

Motion carried:   Aye 3; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 1 
       Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Chairman Ferons  Aye 
       Director Erdman  Aye 
 
6. General Manager’s Reports 
6.B. Budget Amendment for new Engine Startup Costs [PC2] 
ACTION TAKEN 
 Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Ferons to approve 
budget amendment for PC2 (JB Latham) for $250,000 with the amendment that the item is to be 
resubmitted on the May Board of Directors Agenda for discussion of overtime and capitalization. 
  

Motion carried:   Aye 3; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 1 
       Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Chairman Ferons  Aye 
       Director Erdman  Aye 
  
 
6.C. Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) Withdraw from PC12 
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 Staff updated Board as to the written request of IRWD to no longer participate in PC12.  
IRWD will be excluded from costs in FY18-19 Budget. 
ACTION TAKEN 
 No action required. 
6.D. State Audit Results – Review of Cash Roll forward 

Director Erdman, Finance Committee Chairman, provided Finance Committee 
report/comments and reported that this item was to be brought back to Finance Committee for 
discussion. An open discussion ensued.   

Director Collings provided for reference a MNWD document titled State Audit 
Recommendation for SOCWA and distributed copies to the Board of Directors.  An open 
discussion ensued.  
ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Collings and seconded by Director Dunbar to direct staff to 
add to the Board Agenda a monthly compliance status report from SOCWA staff on the State 
Audit recommendations and discussion of next steps.    

Motion carried:   Aye 7; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 3 
       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Adjarian  Aye 

Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Absent 

Vice Chairman Iseman Absent 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
 
6.E. Public Records Act Policy – Resolution No. 2018-01 
ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Dunbar and seconded by Director Adjarian to approve 
Resolution No. 2018-01 SOCWA Policy for Disclosure of Public Records as amended on pages 
3 & 4 with the language “an additional 14 days”. 

Motion carried:   Aye 7; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 3 
       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Adjarian  Aye 

Director Miller   Absent 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Absent 

Vice Chairman Iseman Absent 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
 
 
6.F. Budget Update 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 Information item, no action required. 
 
6.G. General Manager’s Status Report 
ACTION TAKEN 
 There being no objection the Chairman directed the General Manager’s Status Report 
received and filed.  
 
6.H. FY 2016-17 Use Audit 
ACTION TAKEN 
 No action taken. 
 
Other Matters 
 Chairman Ferons asked if there were any more questions or comments from the Board. 
None were received. 

Chairman Ferons inquired the agenda calendaring of the appointment of the Board of 
Directors Nominating Committee.  He requested the item be placed on the May 3rd Board of 
Directors Meeting Agenda.  
 
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Chairman Ferons adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 
 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors of 
April 5, 2018 and approved by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County Wastewater 
Authority. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty C. Burnett, General Manager / Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS 
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

 
April 5, 2018 

 
 DESCRIPTION                      MOTION MADE BY                    ACTION 
 
 Consent Calendar       Erdman                       Approved 
 
Award of Contract 
SS Mechanical [PC2] 

Erdman Approved 
 

 
Award of Contract 
TetraTech [PC2] 

Erdman Approved 

 
Budget Amendment –  
New Engine Startup Costs 
[PC2] 

Erdman Approved 
 

 
Monthly Compliance Status 
Report – State Audit 
Recommendations 

Collings Approved 

 
Public Records Act Policy 
Resolution No. 2018-01 

Dunbar Approved 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE  

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
Executive Committee 

April 12, 2018 
 The Special Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) 
Executive Committee Meeting was held on April 12, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. at their Administrative 
Offices located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California. The following members of 
the Executive Committee were present: 
 
 MATT COLLINGS  Moulton Niguel Water District 
 DAN FERONS  Santa Margarita Water District 
 MIKE DUNBAR  Emerald Bay Service District 
 
Absent: 
 
 TONI ISEMAN  City of Laguna Beach 
  
Staff Present: 

 BETTY BURNETT General Manager/Secretary 
 BRAD NEUFELD Varner & Brandt 
 TERI NOSON Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board [exit 8:34 a.m.] 
  
 

 Chairman Ferons called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. and welcomed everyone 
present.  Director Dunbar led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America.   
 
Public Comments  
 There were no public comments. 
  
 The Executive Committee entered into Closed Session at 8:33 a.m. 
 
Closed Session 
 Closed Session was conducted pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 (b)(1): 
  
  Public Employee Appointment 
  Title: Agency General Counsel 
 
 The Executive Committee ended closed session at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Report Out of Closed Session 
 There were no reportable actions out of Closed Session. 
 
Adjournment 
 There being no further business, Chairman Ferons adjourned the meeting at 9:36 a.m. 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
Special Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Executive Committee of 
April 12, 2018, and approved and ratified by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority. 
 
                 _______________________________________________________________________ 

Betty C. Burnett, General Manger / Secretary 
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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Agenda Item                      
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018 

        
TO:   Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Betty Burnett, General Manager 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Burror, Director of Operations 
     
SUBJECT:      March 2018 Operations Report 
  
 
Summary/Discussion 
 
The following selected operational reports are provided monthly to the Board of Directors. The 
operational reports included are as follows: 
 

1) Monthly Operational Report 
 
A six (6) page overview and comparison of owner use of facilities, including influent and 
recycled water production. The pages include ongoing calculation used by SOCWA for 
billing the agencies. Other items include important statistics for regulatory compliance, 
visitations by the public to the treatment works, and other vendor interactions. The 
information is broken down by facility and by member agency. 
 

2) SOCWA Ocean Outfall Discharges by Agency 
 
This data shows how much water is being discharged to the ocean each month and for 
the last 12 months. This data is presented for the agencies planning reuse projects to 
better understand the potential to expand water reuse in their service area. 
 

3) Quarterly Report on Key Operational Expenses 
 
These charts include tracking of monthly expenses for key operational expenses with 
estimated projections for the Fiscal Year. The key parameters that are being tracked are 
Electricity, Odor Control, Polymer, Biosolids, Maintenance expenses (not including 
SOCWA staff labor), small capital purchases and safety. 
 

4) Beach Ocean Monitoring Report 
 

5) Recycled Water Report 
 

6) Pretreatment Report 
 
Fiscal impact 
 
No change 
 
Recommendation 
 
Receive and file the operational reports. 
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Monthly Operational Report 
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Events CTP RTP JBL Totals

Odor 0 0 0 0

Noise 0 0 0 0

Spills 0 0 0 0

Violations 0 0 0 0

Others 0 0 0 0

Key Parameters CTP RTP JBL TP1 JBL TP2 Totals

Influent (mgd) 2.46 7.74 6.47 0.90 17.57
Effluent (mgd) 2.47 5.69 6.47 1.10 15.73
Peak Flow (mgd) 6.20 20.87 12.11 5.02 44.20
Influent BOD (mg/l) 355 324 259 290
Influent TSS (mg/l) 458 836 528 323
Effluent BOD (mg/l) 6.2 3.4 6.3 7.9
Effluent TSS (mg/l) 8.4 6.4 7.6 9.2
Effluent Turbidity (NTU) 3.3 3.2 3.6 4.5

Key Parameters CTP RTP JBL Totals

Average Flow (mgd) 0.00 2.04 0.00 2.04
Days of Operation (days) 0 31
Total Flow (million gallons) 0.0 63.3 63.3
Plant Irrigation (million gallons) 0.10 0.00 0.36
AWT Time Online (%) 100.0 74.1 0.377

Wastewater Unit Definitions

mgd = million gallons per day

mg/l = milligram per liter also known as parts per million

NTU = Nephelometric Turbidity Units 

Excursion, Complaint, and Violation Events

Recycled Water (AWT) Operations

Plant Wastewater  Billing Characteristics

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018
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Biosolids Management Site CTP RTP JBL Totals
Synagro Compost (tons) 810.7 0.0 810.7
Nursery Products (tons) 459.0 459.0 917.9
Prima Deshecha (tons) 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other:______________  (tons) 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total Processed (tons) 1,269.6 459.0 1,728.6

Task Type CTP RTP JBL Totals
Preventative Maintenance 425 761 606 1,792
Corrective Maintenance 56 62 122 240

Visitor Types CTP RTP JBL Totals
Regulatory 0 1 0 1
Member Agency 2 7 0 9
Residents 0 0 0 0
Others 31 0 41 72
Tours #/Visitors 0 2 1 3

Grit & Screenings CTP RTP JBL Totals
Simi Valley Landfill (tons) 10.2 26.7 NA 36.9

Chemical/Utility CTP RTP JBL Totals
Ferric Chloride (tons) NA NA NA 0.0
Power (kWh) 212,209 609,406 254,088 1,075,703
Natural Gas (Dth) 295 NA 11,055 11,350
Digester Gas to Engine (scfm) 0 (1) 6,794,184 6,794,184
Digester Gas to Flares (scfm) 9,652,585 118,881 9,771,466
Digester Gas Power Savings (1)
(1) Engine was off at RTP for ongoing construction project.
NA = Not Available at the time this report was generated.

Wastewater Unit Definitions

kWh = kilowatt hours

Dth = Dekatherms

scfm = standard cubic feet per minute

Chemical and Energy Utilization

Biosolids Management

Summary of Maintenance Activities

Grit Disposal Management

Site Visitors

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)
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Agency CTP 
(mgd) CTP (%)

RTP 
(mgd)

JBL  
(mgd) JBL (%)

Total 
(mgd)

CLB 1.561 63.42% 1.56
EBSD 0.046 1.87% 0.05
SCWD 0.855 34.71% 1.608 25.79% 2.46
MNWD 0.000 0.00% 7.74 1.400 22.45% 9.14
CSJC 2.372 38.04% 2.37
SMWD 0.855 13.71% 0.86
Total 2.462 100.00% 7.74 6.235 100.00% 16.43

Agency
SJCOO 
(mgd)

SJCOO 
(%)

SJCOO 
Meter 
(mgd)

ACOO 
(mgd)

ACOO 
(%)

Total 
(mgd) Notes

CLB 1.56 9.86% 1.56
EBSD 0.05 0.29% 0.05
SCWD 1.77 14.92% 0.86 5.46% 2.63 Includes Desalters
MNWD 2.24 18.94% 5.69 35.97% 7.93
ETWD 3.06 19.35% 3.06 Direct Outfall Only
CSJC 2.37 20.05% 2.37 Incudes Desalter
SMWD 2.63 22.23% 2.63 Includes Chiquita
CSC 2.82 23.85% 2.82 Direct Outfall Only
IRWD 4.60 29.06% 4.60 Direct Outfall Only
Total 11.83 100.00% 10.52 15.83 100.00% 27.66

 (Including Internal Waste Streams Used for Billing)

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)

Total Agency Outfall Flows by Outfall System-Billing Flows

Agency Wastewater Flows to SOCWA by Facility
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Agency Own 
(mgd)

Own    
(%)

Budget 
(mgd)

Budget (%) Month 
(mgd)(1)

Month (%) FY Avg to Date 
(mgd)

FY Avg to 
Date (%)

CSJC 4.00 30.77% 3.19 38.02% 2.372 38.04% 2.24 36.40%
MNWD 3.00 23.08% 1.40 16.69% 1.400 22.45% 1.40 22.74%
SCWD 3.75 28.85% 2.00 23.84% 1.608 25.79% 1.67 27.20%
SMWD 2.25 17.31% 1.80 21.45% 0.855 13.71% 0.84 13.66%
Total 13.00 100.00% 8.39 100.00% 6.235 100.00% 6.16 100.00%

Agency Own 
(lbs/d)

Own    
(%)

Budget 
(lbs/d)

Budget (%) Month 
(lbs/d)

Month (%) 36 Month Rol. 
Avg. (lbs/d)

36 Month Rol. 
Avg. (%)

CSJC 11,572 30.00% 8,620 33.30% 6,538 26.67% 5,834 25.09%
MNWD 8,340 21.62% 5,270 20.36% 7,608 31.04% 6,226 26.77%
SCWD 7,715 20.00% 5,304 20.49% 5,084 20.74% 5,086 21.87%
SMWD 10,946 28.38% 6,695 25.86% 5,281 21.55% 6,108 26.27%
Total 38,573 100.00% 25,889 100.00% 24,511 100.00% 23,254 100.00%

Agency Own    (%) Variable 
Budget 
(mgd)

Variable 
Budget 

(%)

Month 
Outfall Flow 

(mgd)

Month 
Outfall 

Flow (%)

Month EPS 
Outfall Flow 

(mgd)

Month EPS 
Outfall Flow 

(%)

CSC 16.62% 3.00 17.13% 2.82 23.85%
CSJC 11.08% 3.83 21.87% 2.37 20.05% 2.37 38.04%
MNWD 15.51% 2.42 13.82% 2.24 18.94% 1.40 22.45%
SCWD 12.47% 2.67 15.25% 1.77 14.92% 1.61 25.79%
SMWD 44.32% 5.59 31.92% 2.63 22.23% 0.86 13.71%
Total 100.00% 17.51 100.00% 11.83 100.00% 6.24 100.00%

(1) Influent billing meter summary:

       a. CSJC is metered for two weeks of each month to determine the monthly flow.

            The area velocity metering system in the collection system has an accuracy of +/‐ 20%.

       b. MNWD is assumed to be 1.4 mgd unless Treatment Plant 3A is discharging to the sewer. If other

            discharges occur they are estimated.

       c. SCWD is the summation of the DPSD and Victoria PS meters.

            The two metering systems have an accuracy of +/‐ 10%.

       d. The Oso Trabuco sewer is metered for two weeks of each month to determine the monthly flow.

            The flows from MNWD are subtracted from the metering data collected to determine SMWD's

            flows. The area velocity metering system in the collection system has an accuracy of +/‐ 20%.

        Source: Cost Allocation Methodology for Project Committees, Dudek Engineering 2012.

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)

FY Flow/Solids Summary-Billing

Project Committee No. 5 - Effluent Pumping Station (SJCOO EPS)

Project Committee No. 2 Liquids (JBL)

Project Committee No. 2 Solids (JBL)
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Agency FY  Avg 
Outfall 
Flow 
(mgd)

FY  Avg 
Outfall 

Flow (%)

FY Avg 
EPS Outfall 
Flow (mgd)

FY Avg 
EPS 

Outfall 
Flow (%)

CSC 2.162 20.29%
CSJC 2.648 24.85% 2.24 36.40%
MNWD 2.127 19.96% 1.40 22.74%
SCWD 1.802 16.91% 1.67 27.20%
SMWD 1.917 17.99% 0.84 13.66%
Total 10.656 100.00% 6.16 100.00%

Agency Own 
(mgd)

Own    (%) Budget 
(mgd)

Budget (%) Month 
(mgd)

Month (%) FY Avg to 
Date 

(mgd)

FY Avg to 
Date (%)

CLB 2.54 37.91% 1.960 60.61% 1.561 63.42% 1.603 59.46%
EBSD 0.20 2.99% 0.061 1.89% 0.046 1.87% 0.049 1.84%
SCWD 2.00 29.85% 1.213 37.51% 0.855 34.71% 1.043 38.70%
MNWD 1.96 29.25% 0.000 0.00% 0.000 0.00% 0.000 0.00%
Total 6.70 100.00% 3.234 100.00% 2.462 100.00% 2.696 100.00%

Agency Budget 
Liquids 
(mgd)

Budget 
Liquids 

(%)

Month 
Plant 

Influent 
(mgd)

Month 
Centrate 

(mgd)

Month 
Total 

(mgd)(1)

Month 
Total (%)

FY Avg to 
Date 

(mgd)

FY Avg to 
Date (%)

CLB 0.01408 0.167% 0.0000 0.0159 0.0159 0.20% 0.0137 0.17%
EBSD 0.00044 0.005% 0.0000 0.0005 0.0005 0.01% 0.0004 0.01%
SCWD 0.00871 0.103% 0.0000 0.0087 0.0087 0.11% 0.0088 0.11%
ETWD 0.01719 0.204% 0.0000 0.0130 0.0130 0.17% 0.0134 0.17%
MNWD 8.40541 99.521% 7.7361 0.0566 7.7927 99.51% 7.8013 99.54%
Total 8.44583 100.000% 7.7361 0.0946 7.8308 100.00% 7.8375 100.00%
(1) Month total does not double count MNWD centrate. It is included in the Monthly Plant Influent too.

Project Committee No. 5 - Outfall (SJCOO)

FY Flow/Solids Summary-Billing (cont'd)

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)

Project Committee No. 17 Liquids (RTP)

Project Committee No. 15 (CTP)
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Agency
Own 

(lbs/d)
Own    
(%)

Budget 
(lbs/d)

Budget 
(%)

Total 
Month 
(lbs)

Total 
Month 

(%)

FY Avg 
Total to 

Date (lbs)

FY Avg 
Total to 
Date (%)

CLB 5,605 11.22% 4,728 12.95% 219,627 16.79% 181,191 15.55%
EBSD 295 0.59% 147 0.40% 6,470 0.49% 5,590 0.48%
SCWD 4,480 8.96% 2,926 8.02% 120,218 9.19% 115,961 9.95%
ETWD 10,200 20.41% 5,903 16.17% 179,781 13.74% 176,387 15.13%
MNWD 29,395 58.82% 22,801 62.46% 782,151 59.79% 686,456 58.89%
Total 49,975 100.00% 36,505 100.00% 1,308,247 100.00% 1,165,585 100.00%

Agency

Own    (%)
Budget 
(mgd)

Budget 
(%)

Month 
Outfall 
Flow 
(mgd)

Month 
Outfall 

Flow (%)

FY Avg 
Outfall 
Flow 
(mgd)

FY Avg 
Outfall 

Flow (%)

CLB 11.000% 1.49 13.32% 1.561 9.86% 1.603 17.50%
EBSD 0.780% 0.06 0.54% 0.046 0.29% 0.049 0.54%
ETWD 16.302% 2.89 25.83% 3.063 19.35% 2.357 25.73%
IRWD 15.760% 2.62 23.41% 4.600 29.06% 1.944 21.22%
MNWD 43.848% 2.96 26.45% 5.694 35.97% 2.256 24.62%
SCWD 12.310% 1.17 10.46% 0.865 5.46% 0.953 10.40%
Total 100.000% 11.19 100.00% 15.830 100.00% 9.163 100.00%

Project Committee No. 24 (ACOO)

Project Committee No. 17 Solids (RTP)

FY Flow/Solids Summary (cont'd)

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)
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Select Critical Equipment Repairs

JBL ‐ PC2

Removed and replaced Plant 1 air compressor.

Secondary tank #2‐ replaced broken wear strips.

Worked with contractors to install new gas meters on the gas line.

Worked with ANDRITZ to balance centrifuge #3.

Replaced Secondary tank #9 scum beach and skimmer.

Installed meters on the SCR.

Replaced water supply valve on dyna‐blends #1 and #2.

Replaced and realigned bar rake #2 conveyer.

Replaced grit pump #3 discharge valve.

Installed mud valve on secondary tank #11.

Replaced ZAPS supply pump motor.

Replaced the stroke indicator on bleach pump #2.

Repaired ferric discharge line.

Replaced wear strips on secondary tank #2 upper rail.

CTP ‐ PC15

Tested both new backwash pumps with pump tech for warranty work.

Fabricated a new shaft guard for AWT chlorine mixer #2

Installed a new air vac on the new backwash pumps discharge line

Installed new ¾” PVC ball valves on AWT, cell #4 and #7

Installed new 1” PVC ball valve on AWT chemical clean tank

Fixed PVC suction and discharge pipe for clear well chlorine sample pump

RTP ‐ PC17

Remove Interstage Pump 5 for 5 year service.

Replace Grit Separator feed line with PVC.

Install vibration dampening pad for Service Air Compressor 1.

Retro‐fit SET Pump #4 with split case conversion and replaced mechanical seal.

Install drain on temporary gas line.

Replace Bar Screen 1’s motor coupling, machined new hub, and install larger set screws.

Replace motor and Stator on Centrifuge feed pump 2.

Installed rehabiliated scroll into bowl on Centrifuge 3.

Removed rag out of Centrifuge feed pump 1.

Replaced corroded drain covers in truck bay.

Replaced failed fan motor in Lab area. 

Replaced thermostat in Lab area.

Items with a (*) have been identified as preventable repairs.

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)
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RTP ‐ PC17 (cont'd)

Replace failed plastic blind flanges with steel on 3WLP loop.

All PC's ‐ Electrical Staff

Installed new motor on CTP export mixing pump # 1.

Replaced bad motor on CTP DAFT compressor #2.

Installing new chlorine residual analyzers at CTP AWT.

Installed new 12” SCWD influent flow meter at CTP.

Supported startup and testing of new engine at RTP, including troubleshooting.

Worked on replacement of old Plant 2 RAS panel at JBL.

Troubleshot WAS Pump #3 at RTP.

Items with a (*) have been identified as preventable  repairs.

SOCWA Operational Report March, 2018 (cont'd)
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SOCWA Ocean Outfall Discharges by Agency 
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Agency
SJCOO 
(mgd)

SJCOO 
(%)

ACOO 
(mgd) ACOO (%) Total (mgd)

CLB 1.56 9.86% 1.56
EBSD 0.05 0.29% 0.05
SCWD 1.77 14.92% 0.86 5.46% 2.63
MNWD 2.24 18.94% 5.69 35.97% 7.93
ETWD 3.06 19.35% 3.06
CSJC 2.37 20.05% 2.37

SMWD 2.63 22.23% 2.63
CSC 2.82 23.85% 2.82

IRWD 4.60 29.06% 4.60
Total 11.83 100.00% 15.83 100.00% 27.66

30,976

12-Month Running Total Discharge to Ocean Outfalls (AF)

Mar-18 2,074
Feb-18 1,933
Jan-18 2,235
Dec-17 1,766
Nov-17 1,906
Oct-17 1,530
Sep-17 1,573
Aug-17 1,414
Jul-17 1,425
Jun-17 1,611
May-17 1,653
Apr-17 1,841
Total 20,959

            or Acre-Feet per year equivalent

SOCWA Outfall Discharge Report March, 2018
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Quarterly Report on Key Operational 
Expenses 
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Aliso Creek Ocean Outfall

Unified Beach Water Quality Monitoring Stations

SOCWA's NPDES discharge permit requires participation in the South Orange County 

Unified Beach Water Quality Monitoring Program. The monitoring stations below are tested by

SOCWA at least once per week for Total and Fecal Coliform and Enterococcus Bacteria.

Station Location

S3 Three Arch Bay Beach; 10,000' down-coast from ACOO

S4 Ninth Street-1000 Steps; 5,000' down-coast from ACOO

S5 Laguna Lido Beach; 4,000 down-coast from ACOO

West West Street Drain; 2,000' down-coast from ACOO

S6 Table Rock Beach; 3,000' down-coast from ACOO

S7 Camel Point Beach; 2,000' down-coast from ACOO

S8 Aliso Beach south; 1,000' down-coast from ACOO

S9 Aliso Beach middle; at ACOO

ACM1 Aliso Beach at Aliso Creek Outlet

S10 Aliso Beach north; 1,000' up-coast of ACOO

S11 Treasure Island Beach; 2,000' up-coast of ACOO

S12 Goff Island Beach; 3,000' up-coast of ACOO
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MONITORING REPORT Off Shore Stations

South Orange County Wastewater Authority

DISCHARGE:  Aliso Creek Ocean Outfall

REPORT FOR: March 2018 REPORT FREQUENCY:  Monthly

REPORT DUE: May 1, 2018

SAMPLE SOURCE:  Receiving water, nearshore and offshore SAMPLING FREQUENCY:  Monthly

EXACT SAMPLE POINTS:  As specified in permit TYPE OF SAMPLE:  Grab

SAMPLES COLLECTED BY:  Seaventures/SOCWA staff

SAMPLES ANALYZED BY:  SOCWA  Lab

Comments: Low Tide 706

Total Fecal Entero- 0 - None

Coliform Coliform coccus 1 - Mild

Sta Sample Sample CFU/100ml CFU/100ml CFU/100ml Sample Oil & Sewage 2 - Moderate

No. Depth Date SM9222B SM9222D EPA 1600 Time Grease Debris 3 - Severe

A-1 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 806 0 0

A-1 Mid depth 03/07/18 10 <10 <10

A-2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 750 0 0

A-2 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-3 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 755 0 0

A-3 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-4 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 811 0 0

A-4 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-5 Surface 03/07/18 2 <2 <2 758 0 0

A-5 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

B-1 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 741 0 0

B-1 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

B-2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 815 0 0

B-2 Mid depth 03/07/18 10 <10 <10

N1 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 829 0 0

N2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 828 0 0

N3 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 827 0 0

N4 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 826 0 0

N5 Surface 03/07/18 <2 2 <2 825 0 0

N6 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 824 0 0

N7 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 822 0 0

REQUIREMENT:  (1) Floating particulates and grease and oil shall not be visible. (2) The   

discharge of wasteshall not cause aesthetically undesireable discoloration of the ocean surface.  
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San Juan Creek Ocean Outfall

Unified Beach Water Quality Monitoring Stations

SOCWA's NPDES discharge permit requires participation in the South Orange County Unified

Beach Water Quality Monitoring Program. The monitoring stations below are tested by SOCWA

SOCWA at least once per week for Total and Fecal Coliform and Enterococcus Bacteria.

Station Location

DSB 5 Doheny Beach – North Creek Outlet   1500’ up-coast from SJCOO

S2 Doheny Beach- Midway between Jetty and San Juan Creek 

SJC1 San Juan Creek Mouth – up-coast from SJCOO

S0 Doheny Beach at Outfall; surf line over SJCOO

S1 Doheny Beach Campground;  1,000’ down-coast from SJCOO

DSB 4 Doheny State Beach;    1,900’ down-coast from SJCOO

S3 South Day Use;     2000’ down-coast from SJCOO

S5 Doheny Beach near overpass;   3000’ down-coast from SJCOO

DSB 1 End of Doheny State Beach;   3500’ down-coast from SJCOO
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MONITORING REPORT Offshore

South Orange County Wastewater Authority

DISCHARGE:  San Juan Creek Ocean Outfall

REPORT FOR: March 2018 REPORT FREQUENCY:  Monthly

REPORT DUE: May 1, 2018

SAMPLE SOURCE:  Receiving water, nearshore and offshore SAMPLING FREQUENCY:  Monthly

EXACT SAMPLE POINTS:  As specified in permit TYPE OF SAMPLE:  Grab

SAMPLES COLLECTED BY:  Seaventures/SOCWA staff

SAMPLES ANALYZED BY:  SOCWA  Lab

Comments: Low Tide 706

Total Fecal Entero- 0 - None

Coliform Coliform coccus 1 - Mild

Sta Sample Sample CFU/100ml CFU/100ml CFU/100ml Sample Oil & Sewage 2 - Moderate

No. Depth Date SM9222B SM9222D EPA 1600 Time Grease Debris 3 - Severe

A-1 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 923 0 0

A-1 Mid depth 03/07/18 60 20 <10

A-2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 928 0 0

A-2 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-3 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 936 0 0

A-3 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-4 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 941 0 0

A-4 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

A-5 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 925 0 0

A-5 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 <10 <10

B-1 Surface 03/07/18 2 <2 <2 916 0 0

B-1 Mid depth 03/07/18 70 10 <10

B-2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 956 0 0

B-2 Mid depth 03/07/18 <10 10 <10

N1 Surface 03/07/18 2 <2 <2 910 0 0

N2 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 907 0 0

N3 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 902 0 0

N4 Surface 03/07/18 4 4 <2 857 0 0

N5 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 855 0 0

N6 Surface 03/07/18 <2 <2 <2 852 0 0

REQUIREMENT:  (1) Floating particulates and grease and oil shall not be visible. (2) The  

discharge of waste shall not cause aesthetically undesireable discoloration of the ocean surface.  
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Recycled Water Report 
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Agenda Item                    
 Legal Counsel Review: N/A 
 Meeting Date: May 3, 2018 

        
TO: SOCWA Board of Directors    
 
FROM: Betty Burnett, General Manager 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Katie Greenwood, Source Control Manager 
     
SUBJECT:     Monthly Pretreatment Report, March and April 2018 
 San Juan Creek Ocean Outfall  
 NPDES Permit #CA0107417 Order #R9-2012-0012  
 Aliso Creek Ocean Outfall 
 NPDES Permit #CA0107611 Order #R9-2012-0013 
 
 
Summary of Program Activities 
 
Staff continues to utilize CA Manufactures Directory to perform industrial waste surveys and 
identify potential industry requiring a permit to discharge wastewater. 
 
Permit Related Activities 
 
The following Wastewater Discharge (WD) Permits, Special Wastewater Discharge (SWD) 
Permits, Nuisance Water-Special Wastewater Discharge (NSWD) Permits, Non-Industrial 
Wastewater Discharge (NIWD) forms, and BMP letters were issued or are in the process of 
being drafted for issuance: 
 
CSC – SWD Permit No. 4-001 (FREY Environmental) –SWD Permit to allow treated groundwater 
to be discharged to the sewer. A SWD Permit has been drafted. Staff is awaiting test results 
which prove the treatment system is effective. Staff recently learned that the construction 
associated with the remediation equipment is under review for approval by CSC Staff.  
 
SOCWA – SWD Permit No. 4-002 – SCWD Groundwater Creekside Park Well –SWD Permit 
expired on December 20, 2017. A draft renewal permit is currently under the review of MNWD. 
 
MNWD – WD Permit No. MMNWD-1NS-003 - Eagle Pharmaceuticals – The Non-Significant 
Categorical Industrial User (NSCIU) Class 1 Wastewater Discharge (WD) Permit was issued on 
April 5, 2018. 
 
Trainings and Committee Meetings Attended  
 
SOCWA Staff attended day 2 of the 2018 CWEA Annual Conference in Sacramento and 
participated in the P3S Executive Committee meeting. 
 
Inspections 
 
SOCWA Staff conducted the following inspections on the following date: 
 
SMWD - On March 29, 2018, SOCWA Staff inspected Left Coast Brewery to ensure that 
cleaning in place (CIP) wastewater is neutralized prior to discharge to sewer. Site required to 
keep pH and flow log. Follow-up inspection tentatively scheduled for late June 2018. 
 
IRWD – On April 6, 2019, SOCWA Staff and IRWD Staff conducted a joint inspection of 
Sunstar Laboratories in response to an environmental compliant received by the State Water 
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Resource Control Board – Santa Ana Region on March 26, 2018. Site required to post signage 
over discharge point/sink stating, “No Discharge/Draining of Oily Wastewater to Sink”. 
 
CSJC – On April 16, 2018, SOCWA Staff inspected Docent Brewery to make site personnel 
aware of sewer discharge prohibitions and limits. Recommendations for improvement were 
provided. There were no requirements associated with the inspection. 
 
Enforcement 
 
There are no pending enforcement activities at present. 
 
Summary of Activities and Types of IUs in the SOCWA Service Area. 
YTD through April 16, 2018.    
MA   Events Permit NIWD BMP FSE OSE Closed Enforcement   # of IUs 
CLB (S)     0   3     2    5     8   111   0 0     129   
CSC (M)     0   7   35  18 181 1283   0 2   1524 
CSJC (S)     0   2   27  59 137  1669   0 0   1894 
ETWD (M)     0   3   98    0 262   134   0 0     497 
EBSD (U)     0   1     0    0     0       0   0 0         1 
IRWD (S)     3   4   51  21   63   920   0 0   1059 
MNWD (S)   43   5 125  40 616 2068   8 1   2854 
SMWD (S)      15           5   20  20 188   746   2 0     979 
SCWD (S)     7   7   33    7 148   184   0 0     380 
TCWD (S)     0 11     0    0     7     33   0 0       51 
SOCWA (S)     0          3     1    0     0       0   0 0         4  
Totals        15     48 392 170 1605 7138       1       0    9372 
Dentist (All)             444  

 Total Known IUs      9816 
 (S) = SOCWA conducts PT program. NIWD = Non-industrial Waste Discharger.    
 (M) = MA conducts PT program /w SOCWA oversight. BMP = Best Management Practices. 
 (U) = Urban Diversion Only. FSE = Food Service Establishment. 
 YTD = Year to Date. OSE = Other Surveyed Establishment.  
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Agenda Item                    
 Legal Counsel Review: N/A  
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018  

        
TO:   Board of Directors    
 
FROM:  Betty Burnett, General Manager 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Brian Peck, Director of Engineering 
     
SUBJECT:      Capital Improvement Program Status Report  
 
 
The status of the SOCWA Capital Improvement Program is presented in the tables on the 
following pages. 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

Engineering Committee 
 

October 12, 2017 

 The Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) 
Engineering Committee was held on Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 8:30 a.m. at the SOCWA 
Administrative Offices located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The following 
members were present: 
 

ROD WOODS    Moulton Niguel Water District   
 RICK SHINTAKU   South Coast Water District 

MICHAEL DUNBAR    Emerald Bay Service District  
DENNIS CAFFERTY   El Toro Water District [exit 8:43 a.m.] 
DAVID SHISSLER   City of Laguna Beach 
DON BUNTS    Santa Margarita Water District [exit 8:43 a.m.] 

 

Also present: 
DANIEL SHIMELL   Moulton Niguel Water District 
MATT COLLINGS   Moulton Niguel Water District  
DENNIS ERDMAN   South Coast Water District  
MIKE MARQUIS   City of San Juan Capistrano  

 
Absent:  

HECTOR RUIZ   Trabuco Canyon Water District 
DAVE REBENSDORF  City of San Clemente 
KEVIN BURTON   Irvine Ranch Water District 

 

Staff present:  
 

BETTY BURNETT   General Manager 
BRIAN PECK    Director of Engineering 
JASON MANNING   Senior Engineer 

 RONI YOUNG-GRANT  Associate Engineer 
JIM BURROR    Director of Operations 

 JEANETTE COTINOLA  Procurement/Contracts Administrator 
  
 Mr. Peck called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. and welcomed everyone present. 
 
Public Comments 

Mr. Peck asked if members of the public desired to address the Engineering Committee 
or desired to reserve addressing the Engineering Committee during the meeting regarding any 
item on the Agenda.  

No comments were received. 
 

Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck noted that the June 8, 2017, Engineering Committee Meeting minutes had 
been previously approved with comments noted by Mr. Collings, Mr. Shissler, and Mr. Brunhart.  
Mr. Peck reviewed the tape recording of the meeting to ensure that minutes appropriately 
addressed the comments.  Mr. Peck noted that he wanted to advance the minutes for approval 
by the Board of Directors at the November, 2018, Board Meeting.  Mr. Peck asked if there were 
any further comments on the minutes.  No comments were noted.     
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ACTION TAKEN: 
 No further action necessary at this time.     

 
Operations Report 
DISCUSSION: 
 Mr. Burror did not have an Operations Report for this meeting. 
ACTION TAKEN: 
 No action necessary at this time. 
 
Aliso Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project 
(Project Committees 15, 21, and 24)  
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck indicated that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) had released the 
draft report on the Aliso Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project.  The project involves a series of 
grade control structures and a general raising of the elevation of the creek bed.  The current 
construction cost estimate for the project is $96 million.  Approximately 1/3 of that cost is to be 
locally funded; however, there are no details on who will provide what amount of local funding.  
Mr. Peck indicated that there will be a public review meeting at the Laguna Hills Community 
Center on October 17, 2017. Mr. Shissler indicated that he would represent the City of Laguna 
Beach at that meeting.  Ms. Burnett is considering whether or not SOCWA will make a public 
comment on this issue. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

This item was presented for information only.  
 

Regional Treatment Plant Switchgear and Cogeneration Upgrade Construction Project 
Update  

(Project Committee 17)  
DISCUSSION: 
 Mr. Manning reported on the status of the Regional Treatment Plant Switchgear and Co-
Generation Upgrade Project and updated timeline for project completion. Mr. Manning 
presented one change order to the Pacific Hydrotech contract.  Change Order No. 14 involved 
the addition of local disconnects to five cogeneration auxiliary motors for compliance with 
SOCWA Standard Operating Procedures.  The cost of Change Order No.14 is $5,555.28. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

The present Project Committee No. 17 members recommended Change Orders No. 14 
to the construction contract with Pacific Hydrotech for the Regional Treatment Plant 
Cogeneration and Switchgear Upgrade Project for action by the Board of Directors. 

 
Coastal Treatment Plant Miscellaneous Improvements 2017 Construction Project Update  
(Project Committee 15)  
DISCUSSION: 
 Ms. Young reported on the status of the Coastal Treatment Plant Miscellaneous 
Improvements 2017 Project timeline for completion. Ms. Young presented three change orders 
to the Olsson Construction contract.  Change Order No. 1 involved the addition of two 2-inch 
valves on the Export Sludge Pump pressure relief pipeline.  The cost of Change Order No.1 is 
$685.00. Change Order No. 2 is the replacement of two 20-inch Victaulic flanges at the knife 
gate valves. The cost for Change Order No.2 is $5,484.00. Change Order No. 3 is the 
installation of a temporary bypass to replace the grit knife gate valves. The cost for Change 
Order No.3 is $26,615.00.  The representatives of the City of Laguna Beach, the South Coast 
Water District, and the Emerald Bay Service District supported the proposed change orders.  
Mr. Woods indicated that the Moulton Niguel Water District (MNWD) did not support the 
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proposed change orders as (a) the project would extend the life of the facility beyond the 
duration of the Project Committee 15 agreement and the MNWD does not intend to renew its 
participation in the facility and (b) the MNWD does not believe the capital improvement budget 
for Project Committee 15 for Fiscal Year ‘17/’18 was approved. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

The change orders will be recommended to the Board of Directors for Project Committee 
15 at the next Board of Directors meeting.   

 
Coastal Treatment Plant Ten Year Plan Review  
(Project Committee 15)  
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck reviewed the three handouts provided for the Coastal Treatment Plant Ten 
Year Plan review: (1) original comment letters from member agencies; (2) responses to the 
comments; and (3) changes to the version of the June 2017 Ten Year Plan.  Mr. Peck reviewed 
the comments and responses.  Discussion ensued regarding the difference between the current 
proposed plan and the ten year expenditures that were included in the SOCWA Fiscal Year 
2017/2018 Budget.  Mr. Collings expressed concern that there was such a significant difference 
($10 million) in two plans that were only three months apart.  Mr. Peck stated that the Ten Year 
Plan had not been officially updated since 2010.  Mr. Peck indicated that the values presented 
in the Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Budget simply reflected a reshuffling of the 2010 plan numbers.  
Mr. Peck indicated that the SOCWA had previously reviewed with the Engineering Committee 
the methodology for the updated Ten Year Plan preparation including a more detailed 
evaluation of existing assets.  Mr. Collings indicated that there was concern about whether a 
member agency could rely upon the budgetary values provided by SOCWA; he indicated that 
this had been discussed at the April Strategic Planning Meeting with the Board of Directors.  Ms. 
Burnett noted that the updated Ten Year Plan values reflected a needed upgrading to facilities.  
Ms. Burnett felt that SOCWA in the past had been focused on operating assets to the point of 
failure.  Discussion continued. 

Mr. Peck reviewed the remaining responses to the Moulton Niguel Water District review 
comments.  Mr. Peck did not review the responses to the City of Laguna Beach and the South 
Coast Water District.  Mr. Peck asked the agencies to review the responses and provide any 
comments to SOCWA staff. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

No action taken at this time. 
 
Coastal Treatment Plant Facility Improvements Design Proposal Review  
(Project Committees 15)  
DISCUSSION: 

Ms. Young presented the proposals received for the Coastal Treatment Plant Facility 
Improvements project design which covers various improvements in the Coastal Treatment 
Plant’s aeration system, electrical updates, structural improvements, and various other 
improvements including some safety items. Requests for Proposals (RFP’s) were sent to eight 
design firms.  SOCWA received proposals from the following six firms: AECOM, Black & 
Veatch, CH2MHill, Hazen & Sawyer, HDR Engineering, and Lee & Ro.  Ms. Young noted that 
the fees ranged from $1.2 to $1.4 million.  She also noted that the number of hours and the 
number of drawings were comparable between the firms.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
proposals.  The Project Committee 15 members asked Ms. Young for her recommendation.  
Ms. Young recommended Hazen & Sawyer.  The representatives of the South Coast Water 
District, the City of Laguna Beach, and the Emerald Bay Service District agreed with Ms. 
Young’s recommendation.  Mr. Collings indicated that the Moulton Niguel Water District 
(MNWD) would not comment on the recommendation as (a) the project would extend the life of 
the facility beyond the duration of the Project Committee 15 agreement and the MNWD does not 

122



intend to renew its participation in the facility and (b) the MNWD does not believe the capital 
improvement budget for Project Committee 15 for Fiscal Year ‘17/’18 was approved. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

With the exception of MNWD, the present Project Committee No. 15 members 
recommended Hazen and Sawyer be awarded the design contract for the Coastal Treatment 
Plant Facility Improvements  Project for action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Mr. Peck adjourned the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Engineering Committee 
of October 12, 2017, and approved by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty Burnett, General Manager/Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

Engineering Committee 
 

March 8, 2018 

 The Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) 
Engineering Committee was held on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at 8:30 a.m. at the SOCWA 
Administrative Offices located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The following 
members were present: 
 

KEVIN BURTON   Irvine Ranch Water District  
ROD WOODS    Moulton Niguel Water District  

 JOE McDIVITT   South Coast Water District [arrival 8:40 a.m.] 
MIKE MARQUIS City of San Juan Capistrano 
DENNIS CAFFERTY   El Toro Water District  

            DON BUNTS    Santa Margarita Water District  
MICHAEL DUNBAR    Emerald Bay Service District [arrival 8:50 a.m.] 

 
Absent:  

HECTOR RUIZ   Trabuco Canyon Water District 
DAVE REBENSDORF  City of San Clemente 
DAVID SHISSLER   City of Laguna Beach  
 

Staff Present:  
 BRIAN PECK    Director of Engineering 

JASON MANNING   Senior Engineer 
 RONI YOUNG-GRANT  Associate Engineer 
 DAN WHEELER   Superintendent of Operations and Maintenance 

MIKE MATSON   Support Services Manager 
BETTY BURNETT   General Manager  
JEANETTE COTINOLA Procurement/Contracts Administrator  
 

Also Present:  
SARA MATHIS South Coast Water District 
JESUS GARIBAY, JR. Moulton Niguel Water District 
DENNIS ERDMAN South Coast Water District  
JOHN CHRISTOPHER Louis Berger US 
PAUL LONSPERY Louis Berger US  

 
 Mr. Peck called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. and welcomed everyone present. 
 
Public Comments 

Mr. Peck asked if members of the public desired to address the Engineering Committee 
or desired to reserve addressing the Engineering Committee during the meeting regarding any 
item on the Agenda.  

No comments were received. 
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Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes 
ACTION TAKEN: 

Motion was made by Mr. Woods and seconded by Mr. Cafferty to approve the February 
8, 2018 Engineering Committee Meeting minutes as submitted.     
 Motion carried:   Aye 5; Nay 0; Abstain 1; Absent 4 

 
Michael Dunbar Absent 

 Joe McDivitt   Abstain 
Rod Woods   Aye 

 Don Bunts  Aye  
 Mike Marquis  Aye 
 Dave Rebensdorf Absent  
 Hector Ruiz  Absent 

Dennis Cafferty Aye 
David Shissler  Absent  
Kevin Burton  Aye 

 
Mr. Woods requested that action on the October, 2017, Engineering Committee Meeting 
minutes be deferred until the April 2018 Engineering Committee meeting.  Mr. Peck concurred. 
 
Operations Report 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Burror was unable to attend the meeting.  Discussion of his materials was deferred 
until the April 2018 Engineering Committee meeting. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

No action necessary at this time. 
 
Regional Treatment Plant Co-Generation and Switchgear Construction Project Status 

Update (Project Committee 17) 
DISCUSSION: 
 Mr. Manning presented eight change orders to the Pacific Hydrotech contract.  Change 
Order Nos. 21 and 23 are associated with the Switchgear Upgrade portion of the project (Tasks 
3715-000 and 3789-000).  Change Order No. 21 involved the replacement of bucket assemblies 
in Motor Control Center B at a cost of $17,212.04. Change Order No. 23 involved rerouting a 
drain line away from Panel SSG-1 at a cost of $2,430.83.   Change Order Nos. 22, 24, 25, 26, 
27, and 28 are associated with the Co-Generation Upgrade portion of the project (Tasks 3722-
000 and 3791-000). Change Order No. 22 involved the replacement of bearings on the engine 
due to the delay in engine start-up after the original installation.  The cost for Change Order 
No.22 is $20,748.50.  Change Order No. 24 is a credit for removing the demolition of pipe with 
the Digester Control Building.  The credit for Change Order No.24 is $15,984.00.  Change Order 
No. 25 covered the installation of a temporary bypass for gas flow during modifications to the 
flare control valve.  The cost for Change Order No.25 is $4,986.20. Change Order No. 26 
involved the removal of two access ladders to improve building safety as requested by SOCWA 
Operations staff.  The cost for Change Order No.26 is $4,352.37.  Change Order No. 27 
involved the rental and installation of a load bank to allow testing of the engine generator 
system prior to commissioning of the unit.  The cost for Change Order No.27 is $8,090.83.  
Change Order No.28 involved the supply and installation of two additional gas monitors for 
added system safety.  The cost for Change Order No. 28 is $31,240.30. 
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ACTION TAKEN: 
The present Project Committee No. 17 members recommended Change Orders Nos. 21, 

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28 to the construction contract with Pacific Hydrotech for the 
Regional Treatment Plant Cogeneration and Switchgear Upgrade Project for action by the 
Board of Directors. 
 
Consideration of Asset Register Pilot Projects at SOCWA Treatment Facilities (Project 

Committees 2 and 17) 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck reviewed the proposed asset register pilot projects for the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 
budget.  The development of an Asset Management Plan has been subject of discussion by 
both SOCWA staff and the Board of Directors as a means of improving SOCWA’s ability to 
forecast future capital requirements.  SOCWA retained Hazen & Sawyer in 2017 to perform an 
asset management data gap analysis.  This study also addressed SOCWA’s use of Tabware as 
a computerized maintenance management system.  This review identified key issues; however, 
SOCWA staff has not yet set a final direction for implementation of an asset management 
system.   

As an interim step SOCWA staff proposes to embark on a pilot program for the development 
of an asset register.  The asset register will be developed with Microsoft software such that the 
collected data might be imported into asset management program in the future.  The proposed 
scope was largely drawn from a similar project that Hazen & Sawyer is conducting for the 
Moulton Niguel Water District. This pilot program would be developed at two locations: (1) J. B. 
Latham Treatment Plant Blower Building No.1 and (2) Regional Treatment Plant Sludge 
Equalization and Anaerobic Digestion Systems. The asset register developed in the pilot 
projects could then be expanded for the remaining portions of the treatment plants as well as 
the Coastal Treatment Plant either with SOCWA staff, interns or by retaining a consultant. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

SOCWA staff is proposing to include this item in the proposed Fiscal Year 2018/2019 
budget.  The members of the Engineering Committee are being asked to review and comment 
on this proposed budget item. 

 
Consideration of Underground Utility Mapping Pilot Project (Project Committee 17) 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck reviewed the proposed plan for the development of an Underground Utility 
Mapping System.  SOCWA staff has proposed the mapping system as an important condition 
assessment tool for underground utilities.  This was originally identified as an exercise in 
AutoCAD mapping.  However, it has been indicated that the value of the mapping is the ability 
to establish attributes (e.g. pipe materials, year of installation) with each section of underground 
piping (or conduit).  This requirement lends itself more to a GIS system.  SOCWA currently uses 
ArcGIS on a limited basis for the Environmental Compliance Department.  SOCWA staff sought 
outside input on establishing a utility mapping system in GIS.  Dudek was suggested as a 
company that currently operates GIS systems for several small utilities.   

After meeting with SOCWA staff Dudek prepared a letter proposal for GIS services for yard 
piping and electrical conduit at the Regional Treatment Plant.  A copy of the Dudek proposal is 
attached.  The Regional Treatment Plant was selected as a pilot location based on the recently 
completed Underground Piping Reconstruction Plant (Lee & Ro, 2018).  This plan will provide a 
significant amount of raw data which will reduce the magnitude of the initial project.  The Dudek 
proposal includes the following key steps:   
 

• Data Collection and Analysis 
• Data Standards Development 
• GIS Database Development 
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• GIS Database Review 
• Draft Deployment and Training 

 
The initial fee proposed by Dudek was $98,740.  SOCWA staff has included $60,000 in the draft 
Fiscal Year 2018/2019 budget.  SOCWA believes that there is more value in focusing on the 
data for a small portion of the Regional Treatment Plant; the true effort should be in the 
standards development. 
 Mr. Peck expressed gratitude to Dudek for their assistance.  However, he noted that the 
selection of a consultant for this role (similar to the pilot projects for the asset register) would go 
through a competitive selection process in the new fiscal year. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

 SOCWA staff is proposing to include this item in the proposed Fiscal Year 2018/2019 
budget.  The members of the Engineering Committee are being asked to review and comment 
on this proposed budget item. 

 
Receive Comments on the Aliso Creek Watershed Facilities Capital Improvements 

Budget Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Year (Project Committees 15, 17, 21, and 24) 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck recapped the proposed budget for the Aliso Creek project committees as 
presented at the February Engineering Committee meeting.  
ACTION TAKEN: 

Member agency staff members are to provide final comments on the budget prior to or at 
the April Engineering Committee meeting.  The Board budget workshop will take place later in 
April. 
 
Review of San Juan Watershed Facilities Capital Improvement Budget Fiscal Year 

2018/2019 (Project Committees 2 and 5) 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck reviewed the estimated costs for the proposed projects in the next two years. 
Mr. Peck noted the construction costs estimated for the J. B. Latham Treatment Plant Package 
‘B’ project.  
ACTION TAKEN: 

Member agency staff members are to provide final comments on the budget prior to or at 
the April Engineering Committee meeting.  The Board budget workshop will take place later in 
April. 
 
Review of Bids for J. B. Latham Treatment Plant Plant 1 Grit Basin Rehabilitation (Project 

Committee 2) 
DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Peck reviewed the bidding process for the J. B. Latham Treatment Plant (JBLTP) 
Plant 1 Grit Basin Rehabilitation. The JBLTP Plant 1 Grit Basin rehabilitation includes the 
following work at the grit basin: concrete repair, installation of a new coating system, 
replacement of aluminum covers and grating, replacement of aeration diffuser equipment, and 
replacement of slide gates.  The work also includes a temporary pumped bypass of influent flow 
around small portion of the pipe connecting the grit basin and the wetwell for the raw sewage 
pumps.  Five bids were received and opened on February 28, 2018.  The apparent low bidder 
was SS Mechanical at a price of $343,450.   Discussion ensued about why this cost was 
significantly lower than the other four bids.  Mr. Peck indicated that the primary reason was that 
SS Mechanical is currently operating at a very low overhead rate.  Mr. Peck indicated that he 
had reviewed the bid with SS Mechanical management.  They have elected to stand by their 
bid.  Mr. Peck indicated that SOCWA staff was recommending award to SS Mechanical based 
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on their successful track record of completing projects for SOCWA.  The representatives of the 
Project Committee 2 member agencies concurred. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

The Project Committee 2 Engineering Committee members recommended an award of 
contract to SS Mechanical for action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Review of Proposals for J. B. Latham Treatment Plant Miscellaneous Improvements 2018 

(Project Committee 2) 
DISCUSSION: 
 Ms. Young reviewed the scope for the J. B. Latham Treatment Plant (JBLTP) 
Miscellaneous Improvements 2018 project.  The project combines design for the Digester No.4 
Rehabilitation and study for the Plant Drainage System evaluation.  The Digester No.4 
Rehabilitation includes (1) concrete repair and recoating of the inside concrete walls, (2) repair 
and recoating of the interior of the dome, (3) replacement of the seal between the digester dome 
and the digester walls, (4) blasting and recoating of digester dome cover, and miscellaneous 
other improvements.  This work was originally intended to be part of the Package ‘B’ 
Improvements; however, it was determined that completing the work early would accelerate the 
schedule for Package ‘B’.  The evaluation of the JBLTP plant drainage system is intended to 
provide input for the Ten Year planning process. 

The original request for proposals (RFP) for the J. B. Latham Treatment Plant 
Miscellaneous Improvements 2018 Evaluation and Design was transmitted to four consulting 
firms: AECOM, Black & Veatch, HDR Engineering, and Tetra Tech.  A single proposal was 
received from Tetra Tech.  SOCWA requested two additional firms to propose on the project to 
provide a basis for comparison. Additional proposals were also received from Dudek and Lee & 
Ro. 

Ms. Young asked for input from the Engineering Committee.  It was agreed that each of 
the firms seem equally qualified for the project.  Ms. Young indicated that the recommendation 
of SOCWA staff was to award the project to Tetra Tech.  Mr. Peck reviewed the proposed fees.  
The Tetra Tech proposal had the lowest fee at $150,000.  Mr. Peck noted that this fit within the 
existing budget for the project. 
ACTION TAKEN: 

The Project Committee 2 Engineering Committee members recommended an award of 
contract to Tetra Tech for action by the Board of Directors. 
 
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Mr. Peck adjourned the meeting at 10:06 a.m. 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Engineering Committee 
of March 8, 2018, and approved by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty Burnett, General Manager/Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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Agenda Item                      
  
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018 

        
TO:   Board of Directors        
 
FROM:  Betty Burnett, General Manager    
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution No. 2018-03 - External Auditor Policy  
 
 
Attached is the External Auditor Policy and Resolution No. 2018-03 for Board review. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The Board will be requested to approve Resolution No. 2018-03 adopting the External Auditor 
Policy. 
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External Auditor Policy 
 

May 3, 2018 
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Purpose of Policy  
 
The purpose of the External Auditor Policy is to set forth the procedures and guidelines 
for the selection of an external audit firm to provide audit services for the Authority 
annual independent audits.  
 
General Policy 
 
It is the policy of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (“Authority”) to comply 
with all financial audit requirements and to present financial statements in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles. The Authority is committed to obtaining 
independent audits of its financial statements performed with the appropriate 
professional auditing standards.  Audits play a vital role in the public sector by helping to 
preserve the integrity of public finance functions.    
 
When hiring an external audit firm, it is the policy of the Authority to require in the 
contract that the auditor conform to the independence standard promulgated in the 
General Accounting Offices Government Auditing Standards even for audit 
engagements that are not otherwise subject to generally accepted government auditing 
standards.   
 
The Authority will consider entering into multiyear agreements of up to five years in 
duration when obtaining the services of independent auditors with its competitively 
procured external audit firms. (Except as set forth in this Policy, the Authority will utilize 
its procurement of Professional Services Policy in selecting an external auditor.) Such 
agreements allow for greater continuity and help to minimize the potential for disruption 
in connections with an independent audit.  Multiyear agreements can also help to reduce 
audit costs.  However, contract duration may be set with potential for yearly, or multi-
year renewed options based on qualifications, experience, and overall satisfaction with 
performance.  Provided however, that Authority shall direct its counsel to make 
recommendations for revision to Audit service based on changes in law or 
recommended standards. 
 
The Authority shall not employ a public accounting firm to provide audit services if the 
lead audit partner or coordinating audit partner having primary responsibility for the 
audit, or the audit partner responsible for reviewing the audit, has performed audit 
services for the Authority for six (6) consecutive years.  Government Code §12410.6.   
 
The attached contract procurement procedures will apply to the selection of the 
Authority’s independent auditors. 
 
It is the Policy of the Authority that audit issued internal control deficiencies shall be 
corrected within six (6) months of the date of completion of the audit following 
consideration of appropriate actions and as directed by the Authority Board. 
 
 Policy Revisions 
 
This document may be revised upon approval by the Board.  Revisions will be 
recommended whenever applicable Federal, State or Local Regulations change or 
otherwise as the need arises.  The General Manager is authorized to implement any  
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procedure under this Policy so as to comply with law and the State Guidelines, with any 
change to this Policy necessitated thereby to be ratified by the Board on a timely basis. 
 
Policy Approval and Adoption  
 
This Policy has been reviewed by the SOCWA Board of Directors and adopted by 
Resolution No. 2018-02 on May 3, 2018. 
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Procedure for Procurement of External Auditors 
 

1. Prepare RFP-Criteria to be included 
a. Experience of the firm, size, location, area of expertise and public agencies. 
b. Transition expertise-transitioning from prior auditors.  
c. Approach-Overall audit approach, Specific audit approach and Audit effort. 
d. Technical experience in performing work of a closely similar nature. 
e. Strength and stability of the firm. 
f. Client references. 
g. Knowledge of applicable laws. 
h. Qualification of project staff, particularly key personnel and especially the Audit 

Manager. 
i. Logic of project organization.  
j. Adequacy of labor commitment. 
k. Concurrence in the restrictions on changes in key personnel. 
l. Ability to meet the project deadline. 

2. Provide previous period audited financials to potential candidates. 
3. Identify firms to receive the RFP.   

a. Recommendations from water and sewer agency partners. 
b. Recommendations from current/past auditing firms. 
c. External market research of Accountancy firms to determine qualifications for an 

invitation to propose. 
4. Publish RFP on Planet Bids, other electronic procurement site or via email. 
5. Have a Fact-Finding Meeting with interested firms. 
6. Send review team proposals with score sheet. 

a. Consider criteria for scoring, including: 
i. a-q listed in Item 1. 
ii. Ability to comply with SOCWA schedule to completion of audit by close of 

December each year, weighted heavily. 
b. Schedule Review Team meeting. 

i. Tally scores 
ii. Hand out fee proposal 
iii. Discussion and final scoring 

7. Review references. 
8. Verify insurance. 
9. Set up interviews with highest ranked firms and Review Team. 
10. Take recommendation to the board for consideration. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-03 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
ADOPTING EXTERNAL AUDITOR POLICY 

 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority to 
comply with all financial audit requirements and to present financial statements in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the South Orange County Wastewater 
Authority (SOCWA) now desires to adopt the External Auditor Policy;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of SOCWA does hereby RESOLVE, 
DETERMINE AND ORDER as follows: 
 
Section 1. The External Auditor Policy, attached hereto and incorporated herein, is 

adopted and approved and shall stand as the Policy of the South Orange 
County Wastewater Authority until valid amendment thereof.   

 
Section 2. The Secretary of SOCWA is directed to certify the adoption of the 

External Auditor Policy and to maintain a copy of the Policy at the 
principal offices of SOCWA.   

 
ADOPTED, SIGNED and APPROVED this 3rd day of May 2018. 
 
    
 
   By:________________________________________________ 
    Chairman 
 
(SEAL) 
 
   By:________________________________________________ 
    Secretary 
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Agenda Item                      
  
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018 

        
TO:    Chairman Ferons 
 
FROM:   Betty Burnett, General Manager 
     
SUBJECT:     Appointment of Nominating Committee for Selection of Officers for the Board of 

Directors – Fiscal Year 2018/2019 
 
 
Election of Officers for SOCWA for Fiscal Year 2018/2019 will be scheduled for the next 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors in June.  The Board will be requested to select a 
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary/Treasurer and Assistant Secretary.  The latter two 
positions are historically filled by the General Manager and the Executive Assistant/Clerk of the 
Board.   
 
Typically, the Chairperson has appointed a Nominating Committee of two members to suggest 
names for the positions of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  It would, therefore, be 
appropriate for the Chairperson to appoint a Nominating Committee to report at the next regular 
Board of Directors meeting. 
 
Recommendation 

 
Staff’s recommendation is that the SOCWA Chairperson appoint a Nominating Committee for 
the selection of the slate of officers for Fiscal Year 2018/2019.  
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Agenda Item                      
  
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018 

        
TO:   Board of Directors        
 
FROM:  Betty Burnett, General Manager    
 
SUBJECT:  Monthly Progress Report on State Audit Recommendations  
 
 
Attached are staff updates for the State Audit Response Schedule. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
The Board will be requested to receive and file the Monthly Progress Report on State Audit 
Recommendations – State Audit Response Schedule. 
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TO:   SOCWA Board of Directors   
 
FROM:  Betty Burnett, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:      General Manager’s Status Report 
 

 
Environmental Compliance 
 
Salt & Nutrient Management Plan (SNMP) PC12 
 
On March 13, 2018 SOCWA hosted a Salt and Nutrient Management Plan workshop for PC12 
stakeholders and the new permit engineer from the RWQCB.  Topics covered in the workshop 
included a background of the requirements of the SNMP based on the State Water Resource 
Control Board’s Recycled Water Policy, Recycled Water Reuse in the SOCWA Service Area, 
Institutional Process to Develop the SOCWA SNMP, Overview of the SNMP Report, Technical 
Review of SNMP Analysis Methods and Findings, Proposed SNMP Action Items, and the Status 
of SNMP Action Items.  The stakeholder workshop will be followed up by an additional 
workshop to receive feedback on proposed basin plan amendments requested from the 
RWQCB. 
 
Settlement Offer No. R9-2018-0020 
 
On March 26, 2018, the RWQCB accepted the agreed upon settlement offer from SOCWA and 
posted the following notice on their website: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/compliance/acl_complaints.h
tml 
 
Notice of Written Comment Period for Tentative Settlement Offer No. R9-2018-0020  
 
On February 12, 2018, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region 
(San Diego Water Board) issued Offer to Participate in Expedited Payment Program No. R9-
2018-0020 to the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) for alleged violations 
of Order No. R9-2012-0012 from the SOWCA 3A Water Reclamation Plant and the Santa 
Margarita Water District Chiquita Water Reclamation Plant. On March 14, 2018, SOCWA 
accepted the San Diego Water Board offer to participate in the Expedited Payment Program 
and waived its right to a hearing. The San Diego Water Board is accepting written comments on 
Settlement Offer Order No. R9-2018-0020. Written comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on April 
29, 2018. For more information contact Mr. Keith Yaeger at (619) 521-5899 
or Keith.Yaeger@waterboards.ca.gov. 
Pending no further public comments, SOCWA will pay the $12,000 fine on behalf of the Santa 
Margarita Water District. 
 
 
 
 
 

     Agenda Item                    
 Legal Counsel Review: No 
 Meeting Date:  May 3, 2018 
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Operations & Maintenance  
 
O&M Labor Capitalization for CIP Support Review  
 
SOCWA staff met to review staff time spent on capital projects for both regular and overtime. 
Review of the overtime reports shows about $18,000, or 238 hours, was incurred for O&M 
support staff to assist in capital projects work for the current calendar year. This represents 
about 30% of all the overtime incurred this calendar year. 
 
SOCWA staff also reviewed potential options to better capture both overtime and regular time 
worked on capital projects by O&M staff. Several modifications to ADP’s timekeeping module 
can be considered that will allow O&M staff to indicate if the time worked was part of a capital 
project effort. This data will be collected during the 2018-19 fiscal year for next Fiscal Year’s 
budget preparation discussions. 
 
Based on discussions with the Auditors, staff believes O&M work would not be part of recorded 
asset value, but costs could be paid for by the member agency as matter of policy by ownership 
shares. 
 
O&M Cost Allocation Study Kick Off 
 
O&M met with Carollo Engineers to kick off the assessment of how O&M costs are allocated to 
Liquids, Solids, Common and AWT. The project will take several months with Carollo Engineers 
reviewing current practices and supporting staff to consider updates to allocations identified 
during the cost allocation workshops with the SOCWA Board of Directors in 2016-17. The goal 
is to complete the project for potential incorporation into the FY17-18 Use Audit this Fall. 
 
Confined Space Rescue Training 
 
Staff conducted its annual confined space rescue training this month. The staff practiced using 
the equipment in a real-world setting. This training is important because frequent work in 
confined space settings presents the potential staff could have need to conduct a safe confined 
space rescue.  The picture below shows staff setting up the confined space entry equipment 
with the trainer. 
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Agenda Item 
Meeting Date: May 3, 2018 

TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Betty Burnett, General Manager 
 
STAFF CONTACT:   Dina Ash, Human Resources Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Side Letter Agreement No. 4 

                             
 
Action Requested 
   
Adopt Resolution 2018-02 approving Side Letter of Agreement No. 4 to the Memorandum of 
Understanding between South Orange County Wastewater Authority and SOCWA Employees 
Association regarding changing the cost of living index. 
 
Summary/Discussion 
  

1. The 2017-2020 Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between SOCWA and the SOCWA 
Employees, Association (“Association”) provides in Section IV(C) that salary adjustments will 
be equal to the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County CPI-U in the second and third years 
of the MOU.  However, the Bureau of Labor Statistics beginning in January of 2018 excludes 
Riverside from the Los Angeles index and instead provides an index for Los Angeles-Long 
Beach-Anaheim.  Therefore, the parties met and agreed, subject to the Board’s approval to 
utilize the Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim index for salary adjustments for the remainder 
of the term of this MOU.  The new language for subdivisions 2 and 3 will read as follows: 
 

A. 7/1/18 -Salary Adjustment equal to Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim CPI-U 
percentage change for the preceding 12 months ended in March, subject to a 2% 
minimum and 4% maximum. 

 
B. 7/1/19 -Salary Adjustment equal to Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim CPI-U 

percentage change for the preceding 12 months ended in March, subject to a 2% 
minimum and 4% maximum. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Adopt Resolution 2018-02 approving Side Letters of Agreement No. 4 to the Memorandum of 
Understanding between South Orange County Wastewater Authority and SOCWA Employees 
Association regarding changing the cost of living index. 
 
 
 
attachments 
  

1. Side letter of Agreement No. 4 
2. Resolution 2018-02 Approving Side Letters of Agreement No. 4 2017-2020 Memorandum of 

Understanding between the South Orange County Wastewater Authority and the SOCWA 
Employees Association. 

3. 2017-2020 Memorandum of Understanding. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-02 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING SIDE LETTER OF AGREEMENT NO. 4 TO THE JULY 1, 2017 

TO JUNE 30, 2020 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE SOUTH 
ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY AND THE SOCWA EMPLOYEE 

ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the employees represented by the South Orange County Wastewater 
Authority Employee Association (SEA) are a viable and important part of the SOCWA 
organization, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the SEA has met and conferred in good faith with the designated Authority 
representatives on hours and other terms and conditions of employment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the meet and confer process Side Letter of Agreement No. 4 
to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between SOCWA and the SEA has been 
presented to the Board for its approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the South Orange County Wastewater 
Authority does hereby RESOLVE, DETERMINE AND ORDER as follows: 
 
Section 1. The General Manager or the Chairperson of the Board of Directors is authorized 

to execute Side Letter of Agreement No. 4 on behalf of the Authority. 
 
Section 2. The Secretary of SOCWA shall certify the adoption of Resolution No. 2018-02 

and shall maintain a certified copy thereof at the principal office of SOCWA. 
 
 ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 3rd day of May, 2018 
 
   SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 
 

By:__________________________________________________ 
    Dan Ferons, Chairman 
 
   By:__________________________________________________ 
    Betty Burnett, Secretary 
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