
 

 

I hereby certify that the following Agenda was posted at least 72 
hours prior to the time of the Board Meeting so noticed below, at 
the usual agenda posting location of the South Orange County  
Wastewater Authority [SOCWA] and at www.socwa.com. 
 

 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

Regular Meeting of The  
South Orange County Wastewater Authority 

Board of Directors 
 

Thursday, March 1, 2018 
8:30 a.m. 

 
 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ROOM IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE.  IF YOU REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL DISABILITY RELATED 

ACCOMMODATIONS (I.E. ACCESS TO AN AMPLIFIED SOUND SYSTEM, ETC.), PLEASE CONTACT THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

WASTEWATER AUTHORITY’S SECRETARY’S OFFICE AT 949-234-5421 AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE 

SCHEDULED MEETING.  THIS AGENDA CAN BE OBTAINED IN ALTERNATE FORMAT UPON WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE SOUTH 

ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY SECRETARY AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED 

MEETING. 
 

AGENDA ATTACHMENTS AND OTHER WRITINGS THAT ARE DISCLOSABLE PUBLIC RECORDS DISTRIBUTED TO ALL, OR A MAJORITY 

OF, THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CONNECTION WITH 

A MATTER SUBJECT TO DISCUSSION OR CONSIDERATION AT AN OPEN MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE AVAILABLE 

FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE AUTHORITY OFFICE, 34156 DEL OBISPO STREET, DANA POINT, CA (“AUTHORITY OFFICE”).  
IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE 

MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE RECEPTION AREA OF THE AUTHORITY OFFICE AT THE SAME TIME AS THEY ARE 

DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, EXCEPT THAT, IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO, OR 

DURING, THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ROOM. 
 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 

3.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Members of the public may address the board regarding an item on the agenda or may reserve this 

opportunity during the meeting at the time item is discussed by the board.  There will be a three-

minute limit for public comments. 
 

4.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

A. Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting(s)  
 

ACTION The Board will be requested to approve subject Minutes. 
 
Board of Directors/Finance Committee Joint Meeting December 28, 2017 ................................. 1 
Board of Directors Special Meeting January 11, 2018  ............................................................... 6 

Board of Directors Regular Meeting February 1, 2018 .............................................................. 10 

http://www.socwa.com/
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B. Minutes of Engineering Committee Meeting(s) 

 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject Minutes. 

 

Engineering Committee September 14, 2017 ........................................................................... 25 
Engineering Committee January 11, 2018  ............................................................................... 30 

 

C. Minutes of PC-15 Committee Meeting(s) 

 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject Minutes. 

 

PC-15 Meeting November 16, 2017 ......................................................................................... 35 
PC-15 Meeting December 6, 2017  .......................................................................................... 38 

PC-15 Meeting December 20, 2017 ......................................................................................... 40 

 

D. Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting(s) 
 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject Minutes. 
 

Finance Committee Special Meeting September 21, 2017 ....................................................... 42 

 Finance Committee Special Meeting October 31, 2017 ............................................................ 45 

 

E. Financial Matters – Year-To-Date December 31, 2017  

 

 Summary of Disbursements: August 2017 thru December 2017 Exhibit A ................................ 49 

 Schedule of Funds Available for Reinvestment – Exhibit B ....................................................... 50 

 Schedule of Cash and Investments – Exhibit C ........................................................................ 51 

 Capital Projects Summary – Exhibit D ...................................................................................... 52 

 Capital Projects Budget – Graph – Exhibit D1 .......................................................................... 53 

 Budget vs. Actual Expenses: 

 Operations/Maintenance & Environmental Safety Costs – Exhibit E1 ..………………………….54 

 Engineering Budget vs. Actual Comparison – Exhibit E2 ..................................................... …..64 

 Administration Budget vs. Actual Comparison – Exhibit E3 ...................................................... 65 

 Information Technology (IT) budget vs. Actual Comparison – Exhibit E4 .................................. 66 
  

ACTION 1) Receive a report from Finance Committee as to review of August 2017 – 

December 2017 financial reports as discussed at Finance Committee meeting on 

February 26, 2018. 

2) The Finance Committee to recommend to the Board of Directors to receive and 

file the Year-To-Date December 31, 2017 Financial Reports as submitted. 
 

 

 

F. Financial Matters – Month of January 2018 
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Summary of Disbursements – Exhibit A ................................................................................... 69 

Schedule of Funds Available for Reinvestment – Exhibit B  ...................................................... 70 

Schedule of Cash and Investments – Exhibit C ........................................................................ 71 

Capital Schedule – Exhibit D .................................................................................................... 72 

Capital Projects – Graph – Exhibit D-1 ..................................................................................... 73 

Budget vs. Actual Expenses:  

Operations and Environmental Summary – Exhibit E-1 ............................................................ 74 

Residual Engineering, after transfer to Capital – Exhibit E-2..................................................... 84 

Administration – Exhibit E-3...................................................................................................... 85 

Information Technology (IT) – Exhibit E-4 ................................................................................. 86  

 

ACTION 1) Receive a report from Finance Committee as to review of January 2018 financial 

reports as discussed at Finance Committee meeting on February 26, 2018. 

2) The Finance Committee to recommend to the Board of Directors to receive and 

file the January 2018 Financial Reports as submitted. 

 

G. Operational Reports 
 

 Monthly Operations Report – January 2018 ............................................................................. 89 

 Ocean Outfall Discharges by Agency ....................................................................................... 98 

 Beach/Ocean Monitoring Report ............................................................................................ 100 

 Recycled Water Report .......................................................................................................... 123 

 Pretreatment Report ............................................................................................................... 127 
 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject reports. 
  

H. Capital Improvement Program  
 

Capital Improvement Status Reports ...................................................................................... 130 
 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject reports. 

 

5.  ENGINEERING MATTERS 

 

     A.  Award of Engineering Services Contract to Tetra Tech [PC21 Reach D] ................................. 146 

 

 ACTION The Board will be requested to approve the award of the Engineering Services 
Contract to Tetra Tech at a fee of $345,370.00 for the Final Design of the Effluent 
Transmission Main Trail Bridge Crossing Design Project [PC21 Reach D].  
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6.  GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

A. Interim General Counsel and Labor Counsel Services Agreement with Varner Brandt. .......... 155 

 

 

ACTION The Board will be requested to ratify the legal services agreement with Varner Brandt 

to serve as Interim General Counsel pending selection of a new general counsel and 

continue serving as SOCWA labor counsel. 

 

B. SCADA Trending Module Update Project [PC 2 JBL] ............................................................. 164 
 
ACTION Staff recommends to the Board of Directors to approve contract with Tesco 

Engineering to upgrade the SCADA trending software at JBL for an amount not to 
exceed $36,666.00. 

 
C. SCADA Trending Module Update Project [PC 17 RTP] .......................................................... 166 

 

ACTION Staff recommends to the Board of Directors to approve contract with Tesco 

Engineering to upgrade the SCADA trending software at RTP for an amount not to 

exceed $36,666.00. 

 

D. General Manager’s Status Report .......................................................................................... 168 

 

 ACTION  The Board will review the General Manager’s Status Report:  
 

• Board Questions    

• Receive and file 
 

7.  CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. A Closed Session will be conducted for the following matter: 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.75 

 
Audit by California State Auditor’s Office 
 

B. A. Closed Session will be conducted for the following matter: 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 

 
 Existing Litigation: Case of SOCWA, et al. v. Moulton Niguel Water District 

Case number 30-2017-00923143-CU-BC-CJC. 
 
8.  OTHER MATTERS 
 

A. Board Chair comments on open items. 
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B. General Manager comments on open items – discussion of schedule for input from SOCWA 

member agencies on pending items. 

 

C. Open discussion or items received too late to be agendized 

 

Note: Determine the need to take action on the following item(s) introduced by the General 

Manager which arose subsequent to the agenda being posted. 

[Adoption of this action requires a two-thirds vote of the Board, or if less than two-

this are present an unanimous vote.] 
 

9.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

THE NEXT REGULAR SOCWA BOARD MEETING WILL HELD ON 
APRIL  5, 2018 AT 8:30 A.M. 

 
  
  
   
   
 
  



MINUTES OF SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

 Board of Directors and Finance Committee 

December 28, 2017 

The Special Joint Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) 
Board of Directors and Finance Committee was held on Thursday, December 28, 2017 at 8:30 
a.m. at the Administrative Offices located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The
following members of the Board of Directors were present:

DON BUNTS, Santa Margarita Water District Director 
SCOTT GOLDMAN, El Toro Water District  Director 
RAY MILLER, City of San Juan Capistrano  Director 
MATT COLLINGS, Moulton Niguel Water District Director 
DOUG REINHART, Irvine Ranch Water District Director 
TONI ISEMAN, City of Laguna Beach  Vice Chairman 
MIKE DUNBAR, Emerald Bay Water District  Director 
ANDY BRUNHART, South Coast Water District Director 
STEPHAN DOPUDJA, Trabuco Canyon Water District Director 
FRED ADJARIAN, El Toro Water District Director 
DENNIS ERDMAN, South Coast Water District Director 

Absent: 

DAVE REBENSDORF, City of San Clemente 

Staff present: 

BETTY BURNETT General Manager/Secretary 
PAT GIANNONE Bowie, Arneson, Wiles & Giannone 
JEANETTE COTINOLA Procurement/Contract Administrator 
ANNA SUTHERLAND  AP/Payroll Accountant 
NAYDIN KIM   Staff Accountant 
NADIYA SZE   Sr. Accountant 
DINA ASH  Human Resources Administrator 
KONSTANTINE SHILKOV Staff Accountant 

Also present: 

BOB GUMERMAN Citizen 
HECTOR RUIZ Trabuco Canyon Water District 
CHRIS NGUYEN OC Auditor Controller’s Office 
FRANCES JUO Pun Group 

Vice Chairperson Iseman called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed everyone 
present.  Director Collings led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

Oral Comments 

Vice Chairperson Iseman asked if members of the public desired to address the Board, or 
desired to reserve addressing the Board during the meeting regarding any item the Agenda. 
No comments were received. 

1



 
ACTION TAKEN 
 No action required. 
Engineering Matters 
Award of Engineering Services – Dudek [PC15] 
 
ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Brunhart and seconded by Director Dunbar to approve the 
engineering services contract to Dudek at a fee of $139,710 for the final design of the tertiary 
system upgrades for CTP AWT. 
      Motion carried:   Aye 3; Nay 1; Abstain 0; Absent 0 
        

Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Collings  Nay 
       Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
       Director Brunhart  Aye 
        
Award of Engineering Services – Lee & Ro [PC17] 
 
ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Collings and seconded by Director Brunhart to approve the 
engineering services contract to Lee & Ro at a fee of $139,818 for the aeration upgrade final 
design for RTP. 

 
 Motion carried:   Aye 5; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 

        
Director Dunbar  Aye 

       Director Goldman  Aye 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
       Director Brunhart  Aye 
 
General Manager’s Report 
Carollo Infrastructure Valuation Report 
 
ACTION TAKEN   

Motion was made by Director Dunbar and seconded by Director Brunhart to approve the 
final Valuation Report as submitted with full documentation presented. 

Motion carried:   Aye 8; Nay 1; Abstain 0; Absent 1 
        

Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Aye 
       Director Collings  No 
       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
Director Bunts   Aye 

       Director Brunhart  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Absent 
 
Financial Statements and Independent Auditors’ Report FY Ended June 30, 2017 
 Director Goldman asked as to the timeliness of approval of the Audit when the Use 
Audit for FY 2016-17 is still under consideration by The Board.  Staff explained that the Use Audit 
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would not be finalized until MNWD and SMWD made their decisions on allocation of flows for 
JBL.  Director Reinhart asked a clarification question as to how the Audit, if approved, would be 
amended as to the distribution of revenues described therein.  Discussion ensued with staff 
explaining that the audited financials cover the whole of SOCWA’s financial position.  Staff noted 
that the supplemental schedules would also follow on the completion of the Use Audit as the 
distribution of costs allocated to the SOCWA member agencies.  Ken Pun of The Pun Group 
noted that the total O&M agency collections were correct and that the audit can track as to the 
current allocation as the most reasonable estimate for member agency operating revenues.  
Frances Juo of The Pun Group also commented that in the financial statements for FY 2018-19, 
should a change in allocation occur for 2016-17, the future Finance Statements can note that 
change.   
 
Director Collings requested clarification as to the inclusion in the audit of a letter on internal 
controls.  Ken Pun of the Pun Group noted that there will not be an internal control letter, because 
the Pun Group did not identify any internal control issues during the audit that they would consider 
as material weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore would be no management letter 
comment.  
 
Further discussion ensued regarding The Pun Group review of SOCWA cash on hand.    
 
In consideration of the motion on approval, Director Collings commented that the Audit is being 
asked to be considered again without supplemental schedules, which MNWD believes to be 
critical to the understanding of the financial position of SOCWA.  The financial understanding to 
the public and member agencies of a clear understanding of the assets and liabilities as it relates 
to the member agencies for the facilities for which they have responsibility and obligations to.  
MNWD believes that the absence of the supplemental schedules is critical and as a necessary 
component of this Audit should not be taken lightly in the preparation.  With the absence of the 
supplemental statements and MNWD’s disagreement with capital assets recordings, MNWD 
believes the assets are overstated, MNWD will not support approval of the audit. 
 
ACTION TAKEN  
 Motion was made by Director Brunhart and seconded by Director Reinhart to receive and 
file the Financial Statements and Independent Auditors’ Report FY Ended June 30, 3017, 
including the Governance Letter and Auditor’s Report on Internal Controls as prepared by The 
Pun Group. 

Motion carried:   Aye 8; Nay 1; Abstain 0; Absent 1 
        

Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Aye 
       Director Collings  Nay 
       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
Director Bunts   Aye 

       Director Brunhart  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Absent 
 
Clarification of Uniform Purchasing Policy and Procedures 
 
ACTION TAKEN  

Motion was made by Director Dunbar and seconded by Director Brunhart to approve 
revisions to the Uniform Purchasing Policy and Procedures dated March 5, 2015 as follows: 1. 
Page 2, Definition of Board of Directors: “BOARD” – Shall mean the Board of Directors when 
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taking action as the full Board, or the participating members of a Project Committee when the 
expenditure or obligation to be approved pertains to a project committee and is funded by 
members of the Project Committee approving the expenditure.  2. Appendix 1, change reference 
to “Board of Directors and Project Committees” 

 
Motion carried:   Aye 5; Nay 4; Abstain 0; Absent 1 

        
Director Dunbar  Aye 

       Director Goldman  Nay 
Director Miller   Aye 

       Director Collings  Nay 
       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
Director Bunts   Nay 

       Director Brunhart  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Nay 
       Director Rebensdorf  Absent 
 
Other Matters 
 Vice Chairman Iseman asked if there were any more questions or comments from the 
Board. 
There were none. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Vice Chairperson Iseman adjourned the meeting at 9:52 

a.m. 
 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Special Joint Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors 
and Finance Committee of December 28, 2017, and approved by the Board of Directors of the 
South Orange County Wastewater Authority. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty C. Burnett, General Manager / Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

4



SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS 
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

 

December 28, 2017 

 

 DESCRIPTION                      MOTION MADE BY                    ACTION 
 
Award of Engineering 
Services – Dudek [PC15] 

Brunhart Approved 
 

 
Award of Engineering 
Services – Dudek [PC17] 

Collings Approved 

 
Carollo Infrastructure 
Valuation Report 

Dunbar Approved 
 

 
Financial Statements and 
Independent Auditors’ Report 
FY Ended June 30, 2017 

Brunhart Approved 

 
Clarification of Uniform 
Purchasing Policy and 
Procedures 

Dunbar Approved 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

 Board of Directors 
 

January 11, 2018 

 The Special Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) Board 

of Directors was held on Thursday, January 11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m. at the Administrative Offices 

located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The following members of the Board 

of Directors were present: 

DAN FERONS, Santa Margarita Water District  Chairman 
SCOTT GOLDMAN, El Toro Water District   Director 
RAY MILLER, City of San Juan Capistrano   Director 
MATT COLLINGS, Moulton Niguel Water District  Director 
DOUG REINHART, Irvine Ranch Water District  Director 
TONI ISEMAN, City of Laguna Beach    Vice Chairman 
MIKE DUNBAR, Emerald Bay Water District   Director  
ANDY BRUNHART, South Coast Water District  Director [arrival 10:31 a.m.] 
STEPHAN DOPUDJA, Trabuco Canyon Water District  Director   
DAVE REBENSDORF, City of San Clemente  Director    

 
Staff present: 

 BETTY BURNETT    General Manager/Secretary 
 PAT GIANNONE   Bowie, Arneson, Wiles & Giannone 

BRIAN PECK    Director of Engineering 
AMBER BAYLOR   Director of Environmental Compliance  
MARY CAREY    Finance Controller 

 JIM BURROR    Director of Operations 
 DANITA HIRSH   Executive Assistant 
 
Also present: 

BRAD NEUFELD   Varner Brandt [arrival 10:43 a.m.] 
JEREMY JUNGRIES   Rutan & Tucker [arrival 10:40 a.m.] 
DONALD FROELICH   Moulton Niguel Water District   

 DENNIS ERDMAN   South Coast Water District 
 
 
  Chairman Ferons called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. and welcomed 
everyone present.  Director Collings led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America. 
 
Oral Comments 
 Chairman Ferons asked if members of the public desired to address the Board, or desired 
to reserve addressing the Board during the meeting regarding any item the Agenda. 
No comments were received. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 No action required. 
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Consent Calendar 
 Chairman Ferons referenced the items under the Consent Calendar and asked if there 
were any questions or comments.  There were none. 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
 Motion was made by Director Reinhart and seconded by Director Dunbar to approve the 
items under the consent calendar.   
 

Motion carried:   Aye 10; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 
 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Aye 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Brunhart  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
General Manager’s Reports 
Janitorial Contract 
  Director Reinhart requested information as to the clearing of references for the vendor.  
The General Manager explained that would be within SOCWA procedures to do so but that 
question for this contract would need input from the Contracts Administrator and she was not 
present, but the General Manager would check on the question and provide an answer.  
 
ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Goldman and seconded by Director Reinhart to approve the 
janitorial contract to Crown Facility Solutions for a period of one year with the option to renew 
each year for four years not to exceed $75,000 per year. 

 
Motion carried:   Aye 10; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 
 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 
       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Aye 
       Director Collings  Aye 
       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 
Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Brunhart  Aye 
       Director Dopudja  Aye 
       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 
 

General Manager Status Report 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
There being no object the Chairman directed the General Manager Status Report be received 
and filed. 
 
 
 

7



  
Other Matters 
  

 Chairman Ferons presented the SOCWA Chairman’s Report titled Do Something 
Remarkable, which is herewith attached to these minutes. 
 

Chairman Ferons asked if there were any more questions or comments from the Board. 
There were none. 
 

 The Chairman adjourned the Board of Directors Meeting for a five (5) minute recess at  
10:55 a.m. 
 
 The Board meeting reconvened at 11:02 a.m. and went into Closed Session at 11:03 a.m. 
 
Closed Session 
 

1)   Public Employee Performance Evaluation: General Manager  
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1):  

 
2)   Evaluation of Contractor Serving in an Executive Position  

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1):  
 

Performance Evaluation of General Counsel 
 
The Board meeting reconvened to open session at 11:55 a.m. 

 
Report Out of Closed Session 
 
 There was no reportable action from Closed Session. 
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business, Chairman Ferons adjourned the meeting at 11:56 a.m. 
 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Special Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors of 
January 11, 2018, and approved by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty C. Burnett, General Manager / Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS 
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

 

January 11, 2018 

 

 DESCRIPTION                      MOTION MADE BY                    ACTION 
 
 Consent Calendar       Reinhart                       Approved 
 
Janitorial Contract – Crown 
Facility Solutions 

Goldman Approved 
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

 Board of Directors 
 

February 1, 2018 

 The Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) Board 

of Directors was held on Thursday, February 1, 2018, at 8:30 a.m. at the Administrative Offices 

located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California.  The following members of the Board 

of Directors were present: 
 

MIKE DUNBAR, Emerald Bay Water District   Director 
SCOTT GOLDMAN, El Toro Water District   Director 
RAY MILLER, City of San Juan Capistrano   Director 
MATT COLLINGS, Moulton Niguel Water District  Director 
DOUG REINHART, Irvine Ranch Water District  Director 
TONI ISEMAN, City of Laguna Beach    Vice Chairman 
DAN FERONS, Santa Margarita Water District  Chairman 
DENNIS ERDMAN, South Coast Water District  Alternate Director 
STEPHAN DOPUDJA, Trabuco Canyon Water District  Director   
DAVE REBENSDORF, City of San Clemente  Director [arrival 8:31 a.m.]   

 

Staff present: 

 BETTY BURNETT    General Manager/Secretary 
 BRAD NEUFELD   Varner & Brandt 

BRIAN PECK    Director of Engineering 
AMBER BAYLOR   Director of Environmental Compliance  

 JIM BURROR    Director of Operations 
 MARY CAREY   Finance Controller 
 DINA ASH    Human Resource Administrator 
 TERI NOSON    Clerk of the Board 
 DANITA HIRSH   Executive Assistant to the General Manager 
 JEANETTE CONTINOLA  Procurements/Contracts Administrator 
 

Also present: 

 DONALD FROELICH   Moulton Niguel Water District   
 FRED ADJARIAN   El Toro Water District 
 DENNIS CAFFERTY   El Toro Water District 
 ALLISON BURNS   Stradling, Yocca, Carlson & Rauth  
 
 
 Chairman Ferons called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed everyone 

present.  Director Erdman led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

Oral Comments 

 Chairman Ferons asked if members of the public desired to address the Board, or desired 

to reserve addressing the Board during the meeting regarding any item on the Agenda.  There 

were no comments received from the public. 

 Director Dunbar read the following statement: “at the last SOCWA Board meeting, 

Chairman Ferons challenged this agency to do something remarkable. You asked that we all 

focus on resolving longstanding financial and operational matters in the next six (6) months. And 

you specifically challenged PC15 members to solve our ongoing dispute, well we took those 
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statements to heart. Last week our three agencies submitted an offer to MNWD to enter into 

settlement discussions. The SOCWA Board was sent this letter yesterday for reference, I am sure 

you all have seen it and read it. This offer was not unilateral as it was proceeded with overtures 

from certain MNWD Board members that we took as a sign of good faith and we thank you for 

that. Importantly, our offer removes that requirement that MNWD first pay its capital bills prior to 

initiating discussions. For 18 months this has been our one condition of settlement discussions.  

We did this as a sign that we are serious about this in response to the Chair’s challenge to do 

something remarkable.  The timing of this offer is right.  Court proceedings are already underway 

as you know.  There was a hearing in Riverside County Superior Court a week ago with more 

scheduled for later this month. It will only get more contentious and costly from this moment 

forward. That is why we want to have these discussions held in a way where all PC15 members 

can speak freely and openly and find trust and the right solutions to this problem.  I do not know 

where these potential settlement discussions will lead, but we owe it to our communities, this 

Board, and one another to try. We thank the Chairman for his leadership, thank the Board 

member’s for your patience and support.  And I also want to add you have my resolve as Chair 

of PC15 that we get this done.” 

 Director Collings stated that he appreciated the comments: “I can’t speak on behalf of 

MNWD Board, I know that they appreciated the letter and will be discussing it soon.” 

 Director Reinhart stated, “I know in the past we have had discussions about this whole 

situation with the lawsuit(s) in PC15, but it brings to mind in the past there has been some stuff 

like with the Makar property and other issues where a PC has sued and it is SOCWA that ended 

up being the defendant or the one that is prosecuting the case or pressing the case. I would like 

to in the very near future have a closed session with all 10 members, with whoever legal counsel 

is going to be and represent us to discuss and clarify for every board member, if they are not clear 

because I am not, why SOCWA needs to be involved in a lawsuit that does not involve all of 

SOCWA or SOCWA has to be in a lawsuit that doesn’t have to involve all of the agencies that are 

part of SOCWA. I think it speaks to the fact that if I had trouble sleeping at night, I have gone 

through all of the PC agreements and the original agreement that set up SOCWA, and I can’t find 

any definitive truth that says that in the case of PC15 because we all know that although delegated 

to Emerald Bay that they could come back to us and say we want everybody to pay a share of 

this because you are all somehow involved in it.  I don’t see anything in there.  I am sure if I asked 

5 lawyers I would get 6 opinions, as to whether it is in there or not, but I would like to have further 

discussion on that because I am concerned as to what it means to the rest of us who are not part 

of; it could be any of us because  - next time it could be PC2, could be any of us facing this 

situation and I think we all need to understand that. So I think we need to have a Board meeting, 

closed session, and have that discussed. I say closed session because it has some relevance to 

the case that is going on right now. But it is under closed session no one can disclose what is 

being said to their advantage in the future.” 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

 No action required. 

 

Consent Calendar 

 Chairman Ferons referenced the items under the Consent Calendar and asked if there 

were any questions or comments.   
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 Director Collings requested that item B. Financial Matters, and item E. Project Committee 

No. 15 1) Change Order – Olsson Construction, Coastal Treatment Plant be pulled from the 

Consent Calendar. 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

 Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Dunbar to approve the 

remaining Consent Calendar items A, C, D & F.     

Motion carried:   Aye 10; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 

       Director Goldman  Aye 

Director Miller   Aye 

       Director Collings  Aye 

       Director Reinhart  Aye 

Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 

Chairman Ferons  Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 

       Director Dopudja  Aye 

       Director Rebensdorf  Aye 

 

B. Financial Matters 

 Director Collings reported that the Consent Calendar has this item as a receive and file, 

but on page 17 it is shown as an information item.  Could staff clarify the intent for this item? 

 Ms. Burnett stated that it was to go to the Finance Committee as noted in the staff report 

as an information item. 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

 Information item only – no action required. 

 

E. Project Committee No. 15  

1) Change Order – Olsson Construction, Coastal Treatment Plant 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

Motion was made by Director Erdman and seconded by Director Dunbar to approve 

Change Orders 4, 5, 6 and 7 to the construction contract with Olsson Construction of the Coastal 

Treatment Plant Miscellaneous Improvements 2017 Project. 

Motion carried:   Aye 3; Nay 1; Abstain 0; Absent 0 

       Director Dunbar  Aye 

       Director Collings  Nay 

       Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 

 

Engineering Matters 

Award of Engineering Services Contract to Lee & Ro [PC17] 
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ACTION TAKEN 

 Motion was made by Director Collings and seconded by Director Goldman to approve the 

engineering services contract to Lee & Ro at a fee of $258,344 for the final design of the solids 

area upgrades for the Regional Treatment Plant. 

 Motion carried:   Aye 5; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 

       Director Dunbar  Aye  

       Director Goldman  Aye 

       Director Collings  Aye 

       Vice Chairman Iseman Aye 

       Director Erdman  Aye 

 

CIP Process – Staff Presentation 

 Presentation by Brian Peck, Director of Engineering (see attached PowerPoint). 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

Information Item – no action required. 

        

General Manager’s Report 

Service Contract Award – BioSpark Clean Energy, LLC [PC17]  

 

ACTION TAKEN 

 Motion was made by Director Goldman and seconded by Director Collings to approve the 

award for the Biogas cleaning system service contract with BioSpark Clean energy, LLC., with 

the following terms and conditions:  two (2) year term, first year annual contract costs not to 

exceed $81,240 and increase of contract prices for the second year shall be based on the CPI 

(consumer price index) for Los Angeles/Orange County area.   

Motion carried:   Aye 5; Nay 0; Abstain 0; Absent 0 

       Director Dunbar   Aye 

       Director Goldman   Aye 

       Director Collings   Aye 

       Vice Chairman Iseman  Aye 

       Director Erdman   Aye 

        

RFP for General Counsel Legal Services 

 Board members provided comments to the draft qualifications and scope of work. 

 

ACTION TAKEN 

 Information Item – no action required. 

 

General Manager’s Status Report 

 Staff provided an overview of the FY2018-19 Budget Schedule and requested Board 

questions and comments as to the GM Report. 

 

ACTION TAKEN 
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 There being no objection Chairman Ferons directed the General Manager’s Status Report 

to be received and filed. 

 

Other Matters 

 

Chairman Ferons asked if there were any more questions or comments from the Board. 

There were none.   

 

Director Iseman referred to page 53 of the agenda book suggesting solar energy for considered 

for SOCWA’s buildings.  

 

Staff responded it would look at t request in considering funding for the FY2018-19 budget.  

  

The Chairman adjourned the Board of Directors Meeting for a five (5) minute recess at  

10:23 a.m. 

 The Board meeting reconvened at 10:31 a.m. and went into Closed Session at 10:32. 

 

Closed Session 

A. A Closed Session will be conducted for the following matter: 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1) 

Evaluation of Public Employee - Title: General Manager 

 

 The Board of Directors meeting reconvened at 11:25 a.m. 

 

Report Out of Closed Session 

 There were no reportable actions out of Closed Session. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, Chairman Ferons adjourned the meeting at 11:26 a.m. 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors of 
February 1, 2018 and approved by the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Betty C. Burnett, General Manager / Secretary 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS 
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

 

      

 

 DESCRIPTION                      MOTION MADE BY                    ACTION 
 
 Consent Calendar       Director Erdman                      Approved 
 
Approval of Change Orders  

4, 5, 6, and 7 – Olsson 

Construction, Coastal 

Treatment Plant [PC 15] 

 Erdman Approved 
 

 
Approval Change Orders 15 

through 20 – Pacific 

Hydrotech, Regional 

Treatment Plant [PC 17] 

Collings Approved 

 
Award of Engineering 

Services Contract to Lee & 

Ro [PC17] 

Collings Approved 
 

 
Award  of Service Contract –  
BioSpark Clean Energy, LLC, 
Regional Treatment Plant 
[PC 17]  

Goldman Approved 
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