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Government Affairs Report 
 

Prepared for the 
South Orange County Wastewater Authority Board of Directors 

 
August 10th, 2026 

 

OC LAFCO: 

 

• There was no Commission meeting in July. 

 

COUNTY OF ORANGE: 

 

• Prima Deshecha Landfill- 

o One of the county’s largest environmental nonprofits has waded into the fight 

over the proposed landfill expansion. The Center for Biological Diversity is an 

environmental activist organization with a litigious history and over 1.8 million 

members. The Center has communicated its concerns over the impact the 

proposed expansion would have on local mountain lions and the age of the 

environmental study used to justify the expansion. According to the Center, the 

most recent study was completed in 2007 and does not reflect the current state 

of the local mountain lion population. In a letter to the County, the Center implied 

that litigation is imminent if its demands were not met. 

 

o Orange County Waste & Recycling has paused the CEQA process related to 

increasing the daily maximum trash intake of the landfill. San Juan Capistrano 

and San Clemente residents continue to oppose the plan. They have 

successfully obtained the support of several state legislators who have signed an 

opposition letter opposing the proposed increase. 

 

o In June, the Prima Deshecha landfill became the first municipal solid waste 

landfill in California and the second in the nation to earn certification as an OSHA 

Cal/VPP site. This is the highest level of recognition in the Voluntary Protection 
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Program (VPP) and fewer than 1% of worksites in the country achieve this 

designation.  

 

• Herbicide use in San Juan and Trabuco creeks- 

o In June, the County Board of Supervisors voted to halt the use of herbicides in 

both creeks and directed staff to study alternative methods of vegetation control 

which take into consideration the presence of endangered species and their 

habitat. Planned physical vegetation removal from creek banks and beds was 

paused until the County concludes meetings with State Fish and Wildlife 

representatives.  

 

o The herbicide controversy has attracted national attention due to the potential 

impacts that herbicide use has on cancer clusters. Ladera Ranch Middle School 

hosted hundreds of Orange County residents at a meeting to address the issue 

to the Ladera Civic Council. This attention has risen dramatically based on news 

reports of multiple young Ladera Ranch residents who have been diagnosed with 

or died from Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare form of cancer. Federal State and Local 

authorities are reportedly investigating the issue.  

 

• Coastal treatment plant access road- 
 

Based on guidance given by the SOCWA Board, Orbis Public Affairs continues to work 

with SOCWA and OC Parks staff on updating the 1990 Joint Use Agreement and 

potential cost sharing for repairs to the access road, insurance and other potential items 

of mutual concern.  

 

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT (OC San): 

 

• Ocean Outfall Rehabilitation Project- 

OCSan has approved a progressive design build project to rehabilitate both ocean 

outfalls. Project construction is scheduled to begin this year and will start with essential 

rehabilitation of the short outfall. Once work on the short outfall is completed work will 

commence on the long outfall. This schedule allows the short outfall to be available 

while the rehabilitation of the long outfall is completed. The project will address issues 

related to age, strength, performance and compliance with current regulations.  

 

• General Manager Contract- 

The Board of Directors approved a contract renewal including a 4.5% salary and range 

adjustment. This increase is consistent with that given to other employee groups at OC 

San. 
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METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (Met): 

 

• Colorado River and Lake Mead Agreement-  

In July the Met board of directors approved an agreement with the U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation to leave up to 200,000 acre-feet of Colorado River water in Lake Mead. 

The Bureau will pay Met $325 per acre-foot and up to $65 million total for this water. As 

part of the agreement Met approved the Quechan Tribe and Bard Water District to send 

up to 19,000 acre-feet of conserved agricultural water to the lake in 2027 and 2028. 

These agreements are part of a larger statewide agreement in which California agreed 

to reduce its use of Colorado River by approximately 12% through 2028 in order to 

avoid even harsher cuts which could have been imposed by the federal government. 

 

MOULTON NIGUEL WATER DISTRICT (MNWD): 

 

• On July 27th, former MNWD General Manager Joone Kim-Lopez began her role of 

Executive Director and General Manager of the City of Los Angeles Bureau of 

Sanitation. We expect that the MNWD Board will appoint Assistant General Manager 

Matt Collings as the new General Manager at its August 13th meeting. 

 

IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT (IRWD): 

 

• Director John Withers Resignation- 

After 37 years of Board service, IRWD Division 1 Director John Withers announced his 

resignation in early August. Director Withers was appointed in 1989 his current term 

ends in 2028. This leaves a vacancy which will likely be filled by an appointment by the 

Board. Director Withers also served as a Partner at California Strategies and on the 

OCSan Board of Directors including one year as the 2021-2022 Chair of OC San. Mr. 

Withers is a recognized expert on strategic communication, water policy and 

government relations and is retiring to spend time with his family.   

 

OTHER RELEVANT ITEMS: 

 

• Irvine City Manager Appointment- 

On July 28th, the Irvine City Council voted to bring back Sean Joyce to serve as City 

Manager on a one-year contract starting August 10th. Mr. Joyce previously served as 

the Irvine City Manager from 2005 to 2018. He has a over 35 years of experience and 

served for seven years as the City Manager of South Pasadena and two years as the 

City Manager of Sierra Madre. 
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• CPUC -  

City of Norwalk Water Service Area Sale- 

Golden State Water Company has filed an application with the CPUC requesting 

authorization to purchase the Artesia Service Area (ASA) and all of its associated public 

utility assets from the City of Norwalk for $5,250,000. 

 

• South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)-   

In June, the SCAQMD convened a working group meeting on Proposed Rule 1110.4, 

targeting emissions from emergency standby generators. Replacing older diesel units 

was a primary focus as these units account for approximately 30% of the desired NOx 

reductions. Facilities such as data centers with over >2.5MW of installed generator 

capacity will be first to be addressed. A concern for SOCWA and member agencies is 

that many water and wastewater agencies rely on older generators to provide backup 

power at critical facilities such as lift stations. The AQMD Governing Board is expected 

to address the rule closer to the end of the year. We will continue to monitor this issue 

and are available to assist in communicating the impacts this Rule would have on 

SOCWA and suggesting changes to mitigate those impacts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


