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OC LAFCO:

Commission Re-appointments-
Supervisor Don Wagner and Yorba Linda City Councilmember Peggy Huang were both
re-appointed for terms Starting July 1t, 2026 and ending June 30t", 2030.

On September 9", the Commission received a report describing regional and local
water and wastewater service providers across Orange County which included SOCWA
and the member agencies.

On September 9", the Commission received a presentation on Santa Margarita Water
District planning, water supply, and infrastructure projects including San Juan
Capistrano system investments and potential annexation by SMWD of San Juan
Capistrano’s water and wastewater utilities.

COUNTY OF ORANGE:

Landfill Tipping Fee Increase-

New tipping fees took effect July 1%t all three active landfills in Orange County: Olinda
Alpha Landfill in Brea, Frank R. Bowerman Landfill in Irvine, and Prima Deshecha
Landfill in San Juan Capistrano. The rate increased from $43.76 to $67 per ton, with
additional increases scheduled to $74 per ton in 2027-28 and $81 per ton in 2028—29.
The rates were negotiated over the past two years through the Waste Infrastructure
System Enterprise agreements and reflect, among other factors, the cost of complying
with Senate Bill 1383.



Herbicide use in South Orange County-

The herbicide controversy continues to attract national attention due to the discovery
that herbicides have been used on parks, landscaping and schools and the potential
impacts this use has on cancer clusters of both people and animals specifically pets.
Residents are particularly upset to discover that documentation regarding pesticide and
herbicide application has been lost, not maintained or never produced and has not
reportedly not been provided when requested by the public.

Dana Point Harbor Agreements-

The Board of Supervisors has authorized staff to execute new Ground Lease
Agreements for the hotel, commercial core and marina components, and the drystack
component of the Dana Point Harbor Revitalization Project, and the full-service hotel
and select-service hotel ground lease forms with Dana Point Harbor Partners (DPHP)
and Dana Point Harbor Partners Drystack.

Each resulting new lease will have a 66-year term, which is necessary to secure
financing given the multi-year delays with entitlement processing and the pandemic.
DPHP indicates that approval of the new leases will allow them to secure financing in
the coming months and maintain a targeted hotel opening in 2028, ensuring that the
hotels, commercial core, and new marina facilities are operational in time for the Los
Angeles Summer Olympics. This schedule positions the County to accommodate
elevated regional visitation; support increased economic activity and showcase a fully
revitalized harbor to an international audience.

Coastal treatment plant access road-

Based on guidance given by the SOCWA Board, Orbis Public Affairs continues to work
with SOCWA and OC Parks staff on updating the 1990 Joint Use Agreement and
potential cost sharing for repairs to the access road, insurance and other potential items
of mutual concern. We continue to facilitate ongoing dialogue between County and
SOCWA staff and provide strategic planning and guidance.

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT (OC San):

Sale of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)-

OCSan is considering the sale of renewable energy credits with an estimated annual
value of approximately $200,000 for 70,000 Credits. The credits are created by
renewable energy generated by OC San reclamation plants as part of their regular
operations. These RECs have market value and can be sold to other entities seeking to
meet renewable energy or sustainability objectives. Buyers may use Credits to offset
deficits in compliance with applicable sustainability and regulatory requirements. The
excess credits are not necessary to support OCV San’s operational, regulatory or



sustainability needs. Selling surplus RECs allows OC San to realize value from the
unnecessary credits.

e Termination of Confidentiality and Common Interest Agreement (CCl) -

In January 2022, OC San joined the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority; the Eastern
Municipal Water District; the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, OCWD, the San Bernardino
Valley Municipal Water District, and the Western Municipal Water District in initiating a
study related to the problems posed by PFAS contamination in the Santa Ana River
Watershed. A CCl was established to allow confidential discussion and investigation and
action regarding pending and potential claims relating to PFAS contamination. The CCI
prevented the parties from discussing the findings obtained through the study. In March
2026, the study was completed. Because the purposes of the CCl Agreement have
largely been accomplished, the Parties agree to terminate the CCl in order to discuss the
study with additional public agencies and regulators prior to the end of calendar year
2026. The goal of these discussions is to support regulatory decision making and practical
solutions for PFAS management. The study may be of interest to other agencies outside
of the Santa Ana River Watershed who are seeking solutions to PFAS contamination and
in their respective flows.

METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (Met):

¢ Induction of new Director -

On August 18™", Met inducted Cesar Barrera to represent the City of Santa Ana. Mr.
Barrera was appointed by the City Council of Santa Ana on August 4. He will serve an
indefinite term as allowed by MET policy.

e Ad Valorem Tax Rate for FY 2026/27-
On August 18™, the Met Board approved the staff recommendation of the 0.0085
percent Ad Valorem tax rate for FY 2026/27. This is a significant increase from the
previous 0.0035 percent rate in effect from 2012 to 2024 and was the lowest rate Met
had ever assessed. This vote provides the necessary funding for the biennial budget
approved on April 14, 2026, for FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28 which determined that a
property tax rate of 0.0085 percent was essential for Met to meet its expenditures.

MOULTON NIGUEL WATER DISTRICT (MNWD):

e General Manager Appointment-

On August 19", the Moulton Niguel Water District announced the appointment of Matt
Collings as General Manager. Mr. Collings has served for over 20 years at the District,
most recently as the Assistant General Manager and has previously served on the
SOCWA Board.



IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT (IRWD):

Board Vacancy-

In August IRWD opened the application process for candidates to fill the Board of
Directors Division 1 vacancy. This seat represents portions of Irvine, Lake Forest,
Orange, and unincorporated Orange County. Potential candidates were required to
submit a resume and letter of interest by 5 p.m. on August 315t. The IRWD Board is
scheduled to hold a workshop and candidate forum on September 17t to interview
applicants and potentially make an appointment. The selected candidate would serve
the remainder of the Division 1 term, which runs through November 2028. This will be
the fourth time a Board seat has been filled by appointment due to a resignation during
the elected term.

OTHER RELEVANT ITEMS:

Garden Grove City Manager Retirement-

After more than a decade with the City of Garden Grove, City Manager Lisa Kim has
announced her retirement. Her last day with the City will be November 29, 2026. Ms.
Kim started work in Garden Grove in 2016 as Community and Economic Development
Director and was appointed City Manager in 2023. Ms. Kim’s retirement concludes over
30 years in public service, including leadership roles in the cities of Pomona, West
Covina and Orange.

City of Anaheim Water Pressure Emergency-

In August, a large portion of the city experienced two significant drops in water pressure
which affected major venues including Disneyland and Angel Stadium. These drops
resulted in closed restrooms and limited water for cooking and cleaning. The city
attributed the issue to difficulty drawing water from four of the city’s 14 groundwater wells.
Approximately 75 percent of the city's water comes from groundwater wells, with the
remainder imported from the Colorado River. Imported water from the Colorado River
was increased to make up for a portion of the reduction although it took several hours to
regain full pressure. This draw from the river comes as several states and agencies fight
over allocations that are still being disputed.

Orange County Power Authority (OCPA)-

The City of Laguna Beach Environmental Sustainability Committee recommended
postponing the consideration on joining the OCPA to late 2027. The Committee evaluated
the financial, operational, legal, governance, and community implications of joining OCPA
and concluded that the risks associated with joining OCPA at this time outweigh the



potential benefits. The City Council approved the Committee’s recommendation and will
revisit the item at a date undetermined.




